FAMILY AND FRIENDS EMAIL LOG    1/1/2008

	Mr Hodgins- 
Below is the entry from the American Battle Monuments Commission on your uncle.  The Margraten Cemetary in Holland is a very impressive location where we heard the NATO commander, Gen James Jones, speak to us on the Stat Line trip on Memorial Day 2004.  There are over 8300 soldiers buried there and 1700 on the list of missing in action.

1-The day he died, 10/2/44, the 505 RCT was counterattacked by Germans near Groesbeek, Holland.  You can read more about this in Four Stars of Valor by Phil Nordyke (pgs 309-10).  He was a member of F Company, a part of 2nd Battalion which was awarded the Presidential Unit Citation its actions in the capture of the two Nijmegen bridges.  

2-2nd Battalion was commanded by LTC Ben Vandervoort, and you can read more about him in the Michel De Trez biography on him in The Way We Were series (pgs 66-73 on Holland).

3-COL Spencer Wurst was in F Co for the final 3 combat jumps and wrote a book called Descending From The Clouds.

4-In the Oct/Nov 2007 Static Line newspaper, Don Lassen lists some F Co veterans who attended the Ft Bragg reunion in October:  Russell Brown, Steven Epps, Don McKeage, Buff Oldridge, Carl Paul, and Daryle Whitfield.  Good Luck

Barry O'Shea

 

AMERICAN BATTLE MONUMENTS COMMISSION


	Charles S. Hodgins

Private, U.S. Army

Service # 6146855

505th Parachute Infantry Regt, 82nd Airborne Division

< td> 
Entered the Service from: Maine
Died: 2-Oct-44
Buried at: Plot B Row 17 Grave 1
Netherlands American Cemetery
Margraten, Netherlands 
Awards: Purple Heart with 2 Oak Leaf Clusters



 
-------------- Original message -------------- 
From: "Family & Friends 505 RCT" < 


	This is from the master roster. He was in F Company....Killed in action in Holland 
Don McKeage may have more information.
Jim
 

GLM   F-Co.    Hodgins Charles    CIB-Sicily       6146855   KIA-Holland    11 20    ROH
 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: 

Date: 12/31/2007 8:13:43 PM

To: Family and Friends 505RCT

Subject: FW: Charles S. Hodgins

 

Happy New Year veterans and Family and Friends,

 

Does anyone have information for the family of paratrooper Hodgins?

 

Thank you,

John

 

-------------- Forwarded Message: --------------

From: <

To: <

Subject: Charles S. Hodgins

Date: Mon, 17 Dec 2007 21:21:13 +0000

> It has recently come to my familie's attention that our uncle, Charles S.

> Hodgins is buried in Netherlands American Cemetery. We are in the process

> of getting his records. Our family history has always said that his

> remains were never found. Can you provide any guidance on how to find

> anyone that may remember serving with our "Uncle Steve"?

 




-------------- Forwarded Message: -------------- 
From: "Family & Friends 505 RCT" < 
To: "Family & Friends 505RCT Membership" < 
Subject: Fw: Re: Fw: Mr. Thomas Blakey 
Date: Tue, 1 Jan 2008 14:39:18 +0000 

	 

 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: 

Date: 12/31/2007 8:53:33 PM

To: Family & Friends 505 RCT Family & Friends 505RCT Membership

Subject: Re: Fw: Mr. Thomas Blakey

 

Hello everyone,

 

I realize that I spend a lot of time with my head buried in the sand, but I didn't realize that the Library of Congress had veteran's video interviews available on the internet. (Egbert, thank you for bringing this to my attention. I have created a link from our website to Mr. Blakey's Library of Congress page.  http://www.505rct.org/album2/all.asp)

 

The Library of Congress accepts and processes interviews with veterans, and I would encourage everyone who has such a video (like Barry O'Shea, for example :-)  to send it in.  http://lcweb2.loc.gov/diglib/vhp/html/search/vets-about.html
 

After they post the interview(s) to the web, please let me know and I'll add a link to it from our website.

 

Thank you,

John Sparry

 

 

  -------------- Original message ----------------------

From: "Family & Friends 505 RCT" <

>

>

>

>

> -------Original Message-------

>

>

>

> From: Egbert van de Schootbrugge

>

> Date: 12/24/2007 3:24:15 PM

>

> To: Family & Friends 505 RCT

>

> Subject: Mr. Thomas Blakey

>

>

>

> Dear friends,

>

>

>

> An interesting interview with Mr. Thomas Blakey http://lcweb2.loc
> gov/diglib/vhp-stories/loc.natlib.afc2001001.07759/

>

>

>

> He served in the 505RCT during the Second World War. Does anyone know if he

> is still alive?

>

>

>

> Watch and enjoy.

>

>

>

> Kindest Regards,

>

>

>

> Egbert van de Schootbrugge

>

> 

>

> HOLLAND


-------Original Message-------
 

From: 

Date: 1/1/2008 11:34:08 PM

To: Family & Friends 505 RCT; 

Cc: 

Subject: Charles S. Hodgins-Margraten, Holland Cemetary photo

 

Mr Hodgins-Here is a link that shows a photo of your uncle's grave.  This is a super resource for families that have never seen the graves of loved ones.

http://www.marketgarden.com/database/roll2/index2.php

PS-I forgot to mention the movie, A Bridge Too Far, as being another source of information about your uncle's unit.  Good Luck!

Barry O'Shea

-------------- Original message -------------- 

From: Nancy Piper
Date: 12/29/2007 7:37:04 AM

To: 

Subject: Bob Piper's Arlington Service

 

Dear Friends, Thank you so much for your words of condolence. They were very comforting. Bob's Arlington service is scheduled for 1500 hours on February 8th. Any attending the service are requested to be at the administration building at 1430 with your own cars. You will need your own cars not only from point of origin but throughout the entire service. Our Web TV sights will be retired as of January 1, 2008. If you would like to contact me in the future, please address all E-mail to  . I send warm New Year's greetings to all of you. Nancy Piper 

 

From: 
Date: 1/3/2008 7:20:17 AM

To: 

Cc: 

Subject: Re: 82nd PIR WWII

 

In a message dated 1/3/2008 7:17:42 A.M. Eastern Standard Time,   .com writes:

Dear Sir or Madam

I wonder if you could help me. I live in Scotland, I am trying to find 
out about my biological father who served during WW II and was stationed 
in the UK up till September 1944.

I have been looking through the history of the 82nd PIR and I know many 
furloughed in Edinburgh during the war years staying at the American Red 
Cross Service Club.

I came across your photograph(s) and wondered if my father's name ever 
cropped up during conversations or if you were aware of his existence.

In September 1944 he was S/Sgt Gayle (sp?) Robinson or Robertson or 
something very similar, it is believed he came from PA and was raised in 
an orphanage, became a miner before enlisting.

Any help you can give is greatly appreciated.

Kindest regards,

John Wastle.

Hello John,

 

I'm sending this to my friends of the 505th PIR (Parachute Infantry Regiment).  Perhaps someone there knew him. 

 

Tim Roop

www.ww2dday.com  

From:
"Family & Friends 505 RCT" <

To:

"Family & Friends 505RCT Membership" <

Subject:

Otis Sampson turns 97

Date:

Friday, January 04, 2008 5:43:30 AM

	ALL...............This is a surprise for one of our beloved troopers. I am sure he would appreciate a birthday card from everyone of his friends. Neither he or his son is receiving this email. Lets all wish Otis a Surprise Happy Birthday on Jan. 19th........... Thanks,
 

Airborne,  Jim
 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: Ellen Peters

Date: 1/4/2008 1:11:03 AM

To: Family and Friends of the 505th RCT

Subject: Otis Sampson turns 97

 

Jim,

 

Otis will be celebrating his 97th birthday on January 19.  I would love for him to receive 97 cards.  Is it possible to send out an email to everyone except Otis?  (I would like for it to be a surprise.)  His address is:  Otis Sampson

                                          

 

Thanks,



	


From:
"Family & Friends 505 RCT" <

To:

"Family & Friends 505RCT Membership" 

Subject:

Re: In the Footsteps of the 82nd

Date:

Sunday, January 06, 2008 6:16:56 AM

	 

 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: 

Date: 1/6/2008 8:48:02 AM

To: 

Subject: Re: In the Footsteps of the 82nd

 

         


Hello Jim

Tommy McArdle here, I am also attending the march with several of my friends all of whom you have met in the past in Normandy. Jeff Nichols, Philippe Chateau, Willi Zahn, Tony Antonucci, and Joe Ratti. See all of you there hopefully.




-----Original Message-----
From: Family & Friends 505 RCT < 
To: Family & Friends 505RCT Membership < 
Sent: Sat, 5 Jan 2008 10:50 pm
Subject: In the Footsteps of the 82nd


?
  
Subject: In the Footsteps of the 82nd
  
?
  
If any of our members are planning to attend please let me know............ Jim
  
?
  
  
Dear friends
  
This short note to inform you that the?26th edition of the?march "In the footsteps of the 82nd Airborne Division" is scheduled for Saturday February 23, 2008. 
  
For more information click this web site: 
  
http://82airbornemarch08.blogspot.com/
  
This site also shows the pictures of the last February 2007 march
  
Happy New year to all.
  
Emile

  
?
  
-------Original Message-------
  
?
  
  
From: Ellen Peters
  
Date: 1/5/2008 4:01:02 PM
  
To: Family and Friends of the 505th RCT
  
Subject: In the Footsteps of the 82nd

  
?
  
Bob Murphy and I are planning to go over together for the annual march put on by Emile LaCroix.? Bob asked me to write in and find out who else is going from the U.S.
  
?
  
Thank you,
  
Ellen



	


From:
"Family & Friends 505 RCT" <

To:

"Family & Friends 505RCT Membership" <

Subject:

Re:In the Footsteps of the 82nd

Date:

Sunday, January 06, 2008 2:14:50 PM

	 

 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: Jan Bos

Date: 1/6/2008 1:05:07 PM

To: Family & Friends 505 RCT

Subject: Re:In the Footsteps of the 82nd

 

greetings from Nijmegen, several members from the Groesbeek Airborne Friends, will travel south to the Bulge to participate in the march. I will be going there with my son-in-law Arnello en his brother Richard

Jan Bos


> Datum: 06/01/08 04:48 AM
> Van: "Family & Friends 505 RCT" 
> Aan: "Family & Friends 505RCT Membership" 
> CC: 
> Onderwerp : In the Footsteps of the 82nd
> 
> 

If any of our members are interested the information is below........... Jim
 

Dear friends

This short note to inform you that the 26th edition of the march "In the footsteps of the 82nd Airborne Division" is scheduled for Saturday February 23, 2008. 

For more information click this web site: 

http://82airbornemarch08.blogspot.com/
This site also shows the pictures of the last February 2007 march

Happy New year to all.
Emile
 



	


From:

To:

<

Subject:

Edwin A. Zellmer Military Information

Date:

Monday, January 07, 2008 1:39:31 PM

	Hello,

Like most fathers and vets from WWII my dad never talked about the war and 

since my dad passed away in 1969 and his military data was burned in the 

St. Louis, MO records fire in the 70's, I have no way of knowing anything 

about him.  I would love to contact some of his old buddies if they are 

alive but I don't know what company or platoon he was in.  Is there any 

information that you can supply other than that his named is listed as a 

medic in Doc McILvoys book: "The way we were".

Thanks for any help,

Jim Zellmer




-------Original Message-------
 

From: Emile Lacroix

Date: 1/7/2008 5:06:26 PM

To: FAMILY and FRIENDS 505RCT

Subject: My best wishes

 

Hi 

Your friend, Emile Lacroix, has sent you a message

http://www.getthemessage.net/index.php?id=MTUxMjEw

Turn your speakers on!

 

Emile
From:
<c

To:

<

Subject:

Monument near St. Mere Eglise

Date:

Thursday, January 10, 2008 8:41:12 AM

	Several years ago I visited Normandy, France.

While driving to St. Mere Eglise, on a seldom used road, I came across a 

lifew size statue of an American paratrooper with the inscription:

          LA  F1  ERE

          Co A    505 Reg

Can you tell me where this statue was located or who I can contact to 

obtain the information?

Thank you,




From: Ellen Peters

Date: 1/10/2008 9:34:43 PM

To: Family and Friends of the 505th RCT

Subject: You Tube Video

 

Jim,

 

Joe Schwann sent me the attached video from the September trip to Belgium.  I believe this was the trip to dedicate the monument for the 80th AA.  Joe, Frank Bilich, and Ray Fary can are all in the video.  I thought F&F would like to see it.

 

Ellen Peters

Joseph Schwan < > wrote:

THIS ONE WITH SOUND,  JOE
 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hR75GqZWgVQ 

 

Hello,

I think this must be Iron Mike at the La Fiere Bridge. That was a VERY hotly 

contested bridge for several days after D-Day. Lightly armed paratroopers held 

out for several days against Germans infantry backed by tanks. On the last day, 

General Ridgeway and General Gavin were personally out on the bridge and 

causeway while paratroopers and glidermen rushed across to attack the Germans 

dug in on the other side. 

Many books talk about this battle, but the most detailed is "No Better Place To 

Die" by Bob Murphy. He was one of the soldiers there with A Company 505. Bob is 

also part of our association.

http://www.505rct.org/associations/assoc.asp
John Sparry

www.505rct.org
 -------------- Original message ----------------------

From: <

> Several years ago I visited Normandy, France.

> 

> While driving to St. Mere Eglise, on a seldom used road, I came across a 

> lifew size statue of an American paratrooper with the inscription:

> 

>           LA  F1  ERE

>           Co A    505 Reg

> 

> Can you tell me where this statue was located or who I can contact to 

> obtain the information?

> 

> Thank you,

> 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: James Ray Lemaire

Date: 1/11/2008 12:54:09 AM

To: Family & Friends 505 RCT

Subject: Re: September trip to Belgium

 

Miss Ellen........I am Jim Lemaire, a good friend of Janice  from Baton Rouge, LA............I wish I could have been there.....I vaguely remember landing there in December of '44.   Wife and I visited Belgium in 1998  and met with families whom I had met during the war.  I took her to visit all the places I had been during the war and we were so well received by families and friends at several meetings with town officials , etc..........we couldn't get away from them........they were so grateful and I felt so humbled.   
Enjoyed the video very much.             Take care.
Airborne
Jim

Family & Friends 505 RCT < > wrote:

	From: Ellen Peters

Date: 1/10/2008 9:34:43 PM

To: Family and Friends of the 505th RCT

Subject: You Tube Video

 

Jim,

 

Joe Schwann sent me the attached video from the September trip to Belgium.  I believe this was the trip to dedicate the monument for the 80th AA.  Joe, Frank Bilich, and Ray Fary can are all in the video.  I thought F&F would like to see it.

 

Ellen Peters

Joseph Schwan < > wrote:

THIS ONE WITH SOUND,  JOE
 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hR75GqZWgVQ 



	


From:
"Family & Friends 505 RCT" < >

	Patrick........ I will check and see if anyone has a photograph of Leo R. Rudy. 
If anyone has any information please send it to F&F and to Patrick Elie. His email address is below............. Jim
 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: Patrick Elie - www.6juin1944.com

Date: 1/13/2008 1:38:06 PM

To: Family & Friends 505 RCT

Subject: Searching a photograph of a 505 trooper

 

Hello Family and Friends

 

I received an email on my website from a guy in belgium

 

He adopted the grave of Leo R. RUDY who was killed on 2/11/1945 and

buried at Henri-Chapelle

Leo R. RUDY (39388039) was in B company / 505 PIR.

If you have a photograph of this trooper, he will be happy and honored

to received it. You can send it to me and I will forward the photograph

to claude.

Thanks for your help

----

Patrick Elie

Webmaster D-Day : Etat des Lieux

http://www.6juin1944.com


	


-------Original Message-------
 

From: Emile Lacroix

Date: 1/14/2008 12:21:57 PM

Subject: Stars and Stripes

 

Article dans le Journal Stars & Stripes. Info fournies par Tom Goode.
Le journal complet peut être vu sur: http://estripes.osd.mil/
Emile
 

Article excerpt from Stars & Stipes. Infos provided by Tom Goode.
The fuul edition of the ppaer could be seen on :  http://estripes.osd.mil/
Emile
Thanks Pete............ This is great.
 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: Pete Long

Date: 1/14/2008 5:52:39 PM

Subject: FW: Hanoi Taxi . . .

 

This is pretty special to military folk and Patriots.

 SUBJECT: HANOI TAXI 

	 
http://www.c141heaven.us/movies/C141retire.wmv


	It was with great sadness to hear this morning of the passing of Anne's husband Bruno. They were regular visitors to Sainte Mere Eglise each D Day Anniversary and members of Family & Friends. Everyone in F&F sends their deepest regrets for you and Bruno Jr's loss.
Our thoughts and prayers are with you in the days and weeks ahead.
 Sincerely,
 

Jim Blankenship
Host-Family & Friends
 

From: tialm

Date: 1/15/2008 1:24:06 AM

To: Ellen PETERS

Subject: BRUNO

 
	
	


Dear Ellen,

 

Bruno has passed away last night at 22.25pm, he was at home with us. Not only have I lost the man I loved but also the father of my son and my best friend. There are no words to express our sorrow.

 

Please pray for me and little Bruno and think of us.

 

 

Anne and Bruno Jr

	


From:
< >

To:

< >

Subject:

records/photos

Date:

Tuesday, January 15, 2008 3:34:30 PM

	Hello, My name is Jim Radel. My great uncle was Arthur H. Houser. I am 

trying to research as much info as I can. I just found out his unit (505th 

82nd ab).At a recent funeral the subject came up and I wanted to find out 

as much as I could.Thanks to your site I found out he was a silver star 

winner.I would like to find out about the action he was involved in as 

well as circumstances surrounding his death.All the family could say was 

he was killed after boarding an airplane.I do WWII re-enactment, and was 

doing 101st airborne(for the last 7 years) . After finding out I had a 

relative in the 505th I would like to do an impression to honor his 

sacrifice.Any additional info you can help me obtain would be a great 

help. Thanks for all your help. Jim




-------Original Message-------
 

From: tialm

Date: 1/16/2008 12:10:51 PM

To: Family & Friends 505 RCT

Subject: Thank you

 

 

Dear Friends,
 

Bruno Jr and I as well as our family are all deeply touched by your testimony of friendship.
 

Your prayers and thoughts will be with us tomorrow as we celebrate Bruno's funeral in Le Touquet Paris Plage at 2.30 pm.
 

Bruno was 41 and was honored to meet you all and as he sees us from above must be happy to be remembered by great people like you.
 

God bless you all.
 

Anne Laure MORVAN and Bruno KONIECZNY
FRANCE
Members.....................Check out  Franks web site and click on "What's New"
 

 

 

 
-------Original Message-------
 

From: Dominic Biello

Date: 1/23/2008 3:03:00 PM

To: 

Cc: 

Subject: Fwd: Naples Post office bombing, 1943

 

Jim/Jan,

 

Can anyone answer this lady's question about her uncle?

francis smith < > wrote:

Date: Wed, 23 Jan 2008 11:27:14 -0800 (PST)
From: francis smith <
Subject: Naples Post office bombing, 1943
To:    .us

 On Oct.7,1943 the Post Office in Naples, Italy was bombed and men of the 82nd Airborne were killed or wounded there.  Where could I get a list of the names of these men.  I have done years of research on my uncle Pvt. William A. Ward, 505 F Co. all the way from Africa, to Italy and am trying to find out if he died in the Post Office or went on to the volturno River and died there. Thank you for any help you can give me on this.

                         Patty Ward Smith

Regards,
 

Dominic T Biello
http://books.ww2-airborne.us
-------Original Message-------
 

From: 

Date: 2/4/2008 3:28:02 AM

To: Family and Friends 505RCT

Cc: 

Subject: FW: Edwin A. Zellmer Military Information

 

Hello F&F,

 

Please see Mr. Zellmer's request below...

 

-------------- Forwarded Message: --------------

From: <

To: <

Subject: Edwin A. Zellmer Military Information

Date: Mon, 7 Jan 2008 21:39:31 +0000

> Hello,

>

> Like most fathers and vets from WWII my dad never talked about the war and

> since my dad passed away in 1969 and his military data was burned in the

> St. Louis, MO records fire in the 70's, I have no way of knowing anything

> about him.  I would love to contact some of his old buddies if they are

> alive but I don't know what company or platoon he was in.  Is there any

> information that you can supply other than that his named is listed as a

> medic in Doc McILvoys book: "The way we were".

>

> Thanks for any help,

>

> Jim Zellmer

>

>

 
-------Original Message-------
 

From: 

Date: 2/4/2008 4:37:08 AM

To: Family and Friends 505RCT

Cc: 

Subject: rthur H. Houser

 

Here's another request in through our website...

 

-------------- Forwarded Message: --------------

From: <

To: <

Subject: records/photos

Date: Tue, 15 Jan 2008 23:34:30 +0000

 

> Hello, My name is Jim Radel. My great uncle was Arthur H. Houser. I am

> trying to research as much info as I can. I just found out his unit (505th

> 82nd ab).At a recent funeral the subject came up and I wanted to find out

> as much as I could.Thanks to your site I found out he was a silver star

> winner.I would like to find out about the action he was involved in as

> well as circumstances surrounding his death.All the family could say was

> he was killed after boarding an airplane.I do WWII re-enactment, and was

> doing 101st airborne(for the last 7 years) . After finding out I had a

> relative in the 505th I would like to do an impression to honor his

> sacrifice.Any additional info you can help me obtain would be a great

> help. Thanks for all your help. Jim

>

> 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: 

Date: 2/4/2008 5:05:56 AM

To: Family and Friends 505RCT

Subject: Edward R. O'Brien

 

Does anyone have information regarding Edward R. O'Brien. See below...

 

John Sparry

 

 

-------------- Forwarded Message: --------------

From: <

To: <

Subject: 456th 4 jumpers

Date: Wed, 23 Jan 2008 22:43:57 +0000

> Hello,

> Are members of the 456th PFAB that made 4 combat jumps listed on your

> site?  I didn't see a list under the link for this unit or any 456th

> members on the 505 RCT list.

>

> My great uncle Edward R. O'Brien was a 1st Lt. with the 456th

> (ID:01165319).  He enlisted before the war and jumped in Sicily, Italy,

> Normandy and Holland.  He was killed in action of January 3rd in Belgium

> and awarded the silver star.  It would be nice to see some 456th members

> listed.

>

> I am also sort of the unofficial family historian.  I have some papers and

> letters from him, but all of his service records were destroyed in a fire

> at the Army storage facility.

>

> Is there a way to get into contact with your members to see if anyone

> might remember him?

>

> Thank you for your help.

>

> Jeremiah Hackett

>

BOB../JOHN .......In Father Thuring's book he listed William A Ward  F Company 13021949505PIR DOW Naples Area  Naples B-10-115   Sicily/Rome  A-15-13
[image: image1]
 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: Bob Murphy

Date: 2/4/2008 10:33:17 AM

To: 

Cc: 

Subject: Re: Fw: Fwd: Naples Post office bombing, 1943

 

JIM//JOHN   William Ward's(F 505) name would be in Father Thuring's 82nd KIA book for Italy men, kia,,,,  I do not have my book here in FL.  BOB


Bob Murphy

Hello Michael,

Can you tell me your uncle's name? It may help us figure out what Company he was 

with, etc.

Thanks,

John Sparry

www.505rct.org admin

 -------------- Original message ----------------------

From: <

> Hello,

> 

> I recently was able to visit my uncle at the henri-Chapelle Cemetary in 

> Belgium.  He was killed in action on Jan 6th 1945 and received 3 purple 

> hearts that day.  I would like to know more information about the events 

> of that day or any other information you may have.  He was a Sergeant in 

> the 505th but I do not know whick Company he was apart of.  Please help me 

> if you can.

> 

> Sincerely,

> 

> Michael Dials

From:
"Family & Friends 505 RCT" <

To:

< >

CC:

"John Sparry" < >, "Richard Aiken" <

Subject:

Edward R. O'Brien

Date:

Monday, February 04, 2008 3:03:36 PM

	Jeremiah,
 

You are in luck. Richard S. Aiken responded to your request in short order. Richard is a member of our Family & Friends 505RCT and thanks to fellow members John Sparry and Richard  you have your information.
 

Warmest Regards,
 

Jim
 

Jim Blankenship
Host- Family & Friends
 

 

Hello; 
 
As a member of the 456 PFAB, I remember Ed very well.   
 
Please contact his sister Mary O'Brien Duffy at: 
 
Ed & I made 3 campaigns together.  He was our Executive Officer. 
Battery Commander Harold R. Thain was our fearless leader. 
 
Richard S. Aiken 
456 parachute Field Artillery Battalion 
505 RCT 
82nd Airborne Division 
WWII 
 
Many pictures of Ed are readily available.  Our 456 PFAB will have a reunion in conjunction with the 463 PFAB in Atlanta on April 9-12. 
 
Tel:  480-671-2423 
Email:  
 

 

From: 

Date: 2/4/2008 5:05:56 AM

To: Family and Friends 505RCT

Subject: Edward R. O'Brien

 

Does anyone have information regarding Edward R. O'Brien. See below...

 

John Sparry

 

 

-------------- Forwarded Message: --------------

From: <

To: <

Subject: 456th 4 jumpers

Date: Wed, 23 Jan 2008 22:43:57 +0000

> Hello,

> Are members of the 456th PFAB that made 4 combat jumps listed on your

> site?  I didn't see a list under the link for this unit or any 456th

> members on the 505 RCT list.

>

> My great uncle Edward R. O'Brien was a 1st Lt. with the 456th

> (ID:01165319).  He enlisted before the war and jumped in Sicily, Italy,

> Normandy and Holland.  He was killed in action of January 3rd in Belgium

> and awarded the silver star.  It would be nice to see some 456th members

> listed.

>

> I am also sort of the unofficial family historian.  I have some papers and

> letters from him, but all of his service records were destroyed in a fire

> at the Army storage facility.

>

> Is there a way to get into contact with your members to see if anyone

> might remember him?

>

> Thank you for your help.

>

> Jeremiah Hackett



	

	


From:

To:

CC:

Subject:

Re: Edward R. O'Brien

Date:

Tuesday, February 05, 2008 7:04:32 AM

	Many thanks to everyone who helped Jeremiah. Other than putting the reunion together, there is no greater service the FF505 can perfrom than to be a vehicle for communication and information for our WWII heros and comrades.

Bob


Hi Jeremiah; 

 

We hold our 456 PFAB reunion along with the 2008 Airborne Awards Ceremony April 9-12 at the Atlanta Airport Marriott Hotel. 

Joe Lyons, 456,463, hosts our reunion.  The bus trip to Fort Benning leaves the hotel at 8 am on Thursday, April 10.  The one day trip includes weapons firing by visitors & parachute jumps by the demonstration team & the current parachute school class. 

 

For information on the Airborne Awards, please contact Don at email: 

 

For information on the 456-463 Reunion please contact Joe Lyons at: 

 

Joe Lyons & Ray Grossman knew Ed O'Brien very well. Both served with him in the 456 PFAB. 

 

In her history of the 456 Parachute Field Artillery Battalion,  Star Jorgensen outlines Ed O'Brien's combat experience from North Africa to the Battle of the Bulge.  You will appreciate her story of the O'Brien Mug. 

Star's email:  

 

All the best, 

 

Richard S. Aiken 

456 PFAB 

505 RCT 

82nd AB 

WWII

 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: Sean Craig

Date: 2/6/2008 3:51:48 PM

To: 

Subject: Luther M. Craig

 

To whom,

 

My name is Sean Craig. I am the grandson of Luther M. Craig. He was wounded in Sicily and I was trying to find more information out about both he and the invasion. Also wanted to see if I could perhaps locate some of his friends etc....

 

What I've been able to garner is that he was wounded on day 7-8 of the invasion. Also he says he started out in the 501 before being moved to the 505 (was there a 506?) Online I've found his name listed with the 82nd, 505, 3rd battalion Company H. Link: http://www.allamerican82nd.com/Company_H_505th_roster.html
 

Would love to talk to someone who might know more about him and the invasion. Are there any videos or good sites for pics of the invasion?

 

Thank you,

 

Sean Craig

-------Original Message-------
 

From: 

Date: 2/9/2008 9:16:23 PM

To: Family and Friends 505RCT

Subject: FW: RUDY LEO R mat:39388039

 

Hi all,

 

Can anyone verify Mr. Claude's information regarding trooper Leo Rudy of I Company? (see below)

Does anyone have a photo of him?

 

Thank you,

John

 

-------------- Forwarded Message: --------------

From: < >

To: <

Subject: RUDY LEO R  mat:39388039

Date: Sun, 27 Jan 2008 07:25:22 +0000

> hello, I see send this email for you announce an error concerning one of

> the soldiers who is in roll off honor.il acts of RUDY LEO R it did not die

> in action the 06/06/1944 in Normandy and it does not rest with the

> cemetery of St Laurent in Normandy.

> RUDY LEO R is deceased the 11/02/1945 in Germany and it rests with the

> cemetery of Henri-vault in Belgium.

> I am the person who adopted this brave man and I allow myself sent to this

> small message.if you have a document (photo) on him you it possible of me

> would be send a copy.

> thanks in advance.sorry but my English it's very bad

> timmermans claude

From:
"Family & Friends 505 RCT" <

To:

<

Subject:

Rudy Leo R

Date:

Saturday, February 09, 2008 8:03:00 PM

	16407    B-Co         Rudy Leo R    ASN#39388039    CIB-S              KIA-Ardennes             6 20    ROH

John.....
According to Fr.Thuring's "Roll of Honor" Pfc. Leo R Rudy was killed in action 11 February 1945 in the Ardennes Campaign. He is buried in Henri Chapelle cemetery 3O-5-97 temporary burial on 13-02-45   HENRI CHAPELLE D-11-7
 

 

[image: image2]


	


-------Original Message-------
 

From: Patrick Elie - www.6juin1944.com

Date: 2/10/2008 4:26:18 AM

To: Family & Friends 505 RCT

Subject: Re: RUDY LEO R mat:39388039

 

Hi

 

Yes claude is correct.

And Leo R. Rudy was from B company, not I (main roster)

----

Patrick Elie

Webmaster D-Day : Etat des Lieux

http://www.6juin1944.com
 

Family & Friends 505 RCT a écrit :

-------Original Message-------
 

From: jsparry

Date: 2/10/2008 2:36:28 AM

To: Family and Friends 505RCT

Subject: FW: Cpl. Joseph P. Makuch

 

-------------- Forwarded Message: --------------

From: < To: <

Subject: Cpl. Joseph P. Makuch

Date: Mon, 28 Jan 2008 16:52:57 +0000

 

> Hi,

>

> Joe was my father-in-law and passed away in 1985.

> He was in the 82nd airborne 505th PIR, Company D when they dropped into

> St. Mere Eglise 6/6/44. He was shot 6/8/44 and again 6/30/44. I`m looking

> for any and all information about him and may have some to share.

>

> He was a pro baseball player for a couple years then signed a contract

> just days before was drafted and signed in to the Army. I heard he may

> have played in some games while overseas. One in particular was in

> Nottingham England on May, 28th 1944 right before D-Day. It was the 505th

> against the 508th. I`m sure he would have played if he could and I know he

> was in England then. He played pro ball under the name Joe Marco.  I`d

> greatly appreciate any help you may be able to provide.  Dave

>

lid

 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: Dominic Biello

Date: 2/10/2008 12:30:36 AM

To: Family & Friends 505 RCT

Subject: Re: RUDY LEO R mat:39388039

 

Jim,

 

Pfc Leo  Rudy Co B go to the following link 

 

http://www.wwiimemorial.com/registry/cemetery/search/pframe.asp?HonoreeID=661394
 

I do not know whose website has him listed as KIA Normandy. Mine has him listed as 2/11/45


Family & Friends 505 RCT < > wrote:

-------Original Message-------
 

From: David Medick

Date: 2/10/2008 12:21:14 PM

To: 

Subject: Paul Medich

 

To All:

My Dad, Paul Medich Reg. Hq. 505th was admitted to a hospital last night in Steubenville, Ohio wirh COPD, CVF and pnemonia. I am waiting for word and they might transfer him to Pittsburg a more advanced hospital. more importantly, I am asking for your prayers for your fellow Trooper. I know the prays of you all will make the differance. 

Paul David Medich

	Subject: ARLINGTON CEREMONY FOR COLONEL ROBERT M PIPER Â Â 
 
	
	


Friends of Col Bob Piper>> Burial at Arlington Cemetery.  Report by our friend Maurice Renaud of SME & Paris.                              
---------- Forwarded Message ----------
  TO THE FRIENDS OF COLONEL PIPER

 In addition to my yesterday message I wish to add the following remark : this ceremony was so well organised and conducted by such an impeccable group of soldiers that it left me 
an unforgettable impression of greatness.

I believe that the United States is the only Nation in the world {maybe with the exception of Great Britain)  able to show so much respect and gratitude to their Veterans

 This is the signature of a great Nation. The greatest Nation in the world

 Maurice Renaud

------Original Message-------
 

From: David P. Medick

Date: 2/10/2008 9:18:28 PM

To: Family & Friends 505 RCT

Subject: RE: Paul Medich

 

To All:
My Dad is in Pittsburg and he is now fighting for his life againest renal falure. The next 24hrs will tell the story. The Doc. said, I knew these paratrooper were tought but I had no idea how tough. Well Troopers let us prove our prayers are so much tougher than the intire medical community!!! I am going there tommorow and I expect to find my Dad the same old tough and healthy man I have allways know!!  

From: 
Date: 2/11/2008 4:09:15 AM

To: Family and Friends 505RCT

Subject: pictures

 

Hello everyone,

 

Many of the requests we receive from the good folks that have adopted graves of our men are for pictures. Is there any chance that the Army has kept a picture of each soldier along with his record? Probably not, but I though I would ask anyway.

 

Thanks,

John

	 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: 

Date: 2/11/2008 4:05:08 AM

To: 

Cc: 

Subject: Re: RUDY LEO R mat:39388039

 

Thank you everyone. The website has been corrected.

http://www.505rct.org/rollofhonor_pz.asp
 

John

 

  -------------- Original message ----------------------

From: "Family & Friends 505 RCT" <

>

>

>

>

> -------Original Message-------

>

>

>

> From: Patrick Elie - www.6juin1944.com

>

> Date: 2/10/2008 4:26:18 AM

>

> To: Family & Friends 505 RCT

>

> Subject: Re: RUDY LEO R mat:39388039

>

>

>

> Hi

>

>

>

> Yes claude is correct.

>

> And Leo R. Rudy was from B company, not I (main roster)

>

> ----

>

> Patrick Elie

>

> Webmaster D-Day : Etat des Lieux

>

> http://www.6juin1944.com
>

>

>

> Family & Friends 505 RCT a écrit :

>

> >

>

> >

>

> > /-------Original Message-------/

>

> >

>

> > /*From:*/ 

>

> > /*Date:*/ 2/9/2008 9:16:23 PM

>

> > /*To:*/ Family and Friends 505RCT <

>

> > /*Subject:*/ FW: RUDY LEO R mat:39388039

>

> >

>

> > Hi all,

>

> >

>

> > Can anyone verify Mr. Claude's information regarding trooper Leo Rudy of

>

> > I Company? (see below)

>

> > Does anyone have a photo of him?

>

> >

>

> > Thank you,

>

> > John

>

> >

>

> > -------------- Forwarded Message: --------------

>

> > From: < <

>

> > To: <

>

> > Subject: RUDY LEO R  mat:39388039

>

> > Date: Sun, 27 Jan 2008 07:25:22 +0000

>

> >  > hello, I see send this email for you announce an error concerning one

> of

>

> >  > the soldiers who is in roll off honor.il acts of RUDY LEO R it did

>

> > not die

>

> >  > in action the 06/06/1944 in Normandy and it does not rest with the

>

> >  > cemetery of St Laurent in Normandy.

>

> >  > RUDY LEO R is deceased the 11/02/1945 in Germany and it rests with the

>

> >  > cemetery of Henri-vault in Belgium.

>

> >  > I am the person who adopted this brave man and I allow myself sent to

>

> > this

>

> >  > small message.if you have a document (photo) on him you it possible of

> me

>

> >  > would be send a copy.

>

> >  > thanks in advance.sorry but my English it's very bad

>

> >  > timmermans claude

>

> >  >

>

> >  >

>

> >

>

> > .

>

> >

>

> >

>

> > FREE Animations for your email - By IncrediMail! Click Here!

>

> > <http://www.incredimail.com/index.asp?id=101218>

>

>

>

> .

 

 

 

 

	





	

	Attached Message
	



	From:
	
	"Family & Friends 505 RCT" < [ Save Address ] 

	To:
	
	"Family & Friends 505RCT Membership" <

	Subject:
	
	Re: RUDY LEO R mat:39388039

	Date:
	
	Sun, 10 Feb 2008 16:05:20 +0000


	 

 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: Patrick Elie - www.6juin1944.com

Date: 2/10/2008 4:26:18 AM

To: Family & Friends 505 RCT

Subject: Re: RUDY LEO R mat:39388039

 

Hi

 

Yes claude is correct.

And Leo R. Rudy was from B company, not I (main roster)

----

Patrick Elie

Webmaster D-Day : Etat des Lieux

http://www.6juin1944.com
 

Family & Friends 505 RCT a écrit :

>

>

> /-------Original Message-------/

>

> /*From:*/ 

> /*Date:*/ 2/9/2008 9:16:23 PM

> /*To:*/ Family and Friends 505RCT <

> /*Subject:*/ FW: RUDY LEO R mat:39388039

>

> Hi all,

>

> Can anyone verify Mr. Claude's information regarding trooper Leo Rudy of

> I Company? (see below)

> Does anyone have a photo of him?

>

> Thank you,

> John

>

> -------------- Forwarded Message: --------------

> From: < <

> To: <

> Subject: RUDY LEO R  mat:39388039

> Date: Sun, 27 Jan 2008 07:25:22 +0000

>  > hello, I see send this email for you announce an error concerning one of

>  > the soldiers who is in roll off honor.il acts of RUDY LEO R it did

> not die

>  > in action the 06/06/1944 in Normandy and it does not rest with the

>  > cemetery of St Laurent in Normandy.

>  > RUDY LEO R is deceased the 11/02/1945 in Germany and it rests with the

>  > cemetery of Henri-vault in Belgium.

>  > I am the person who adopted this brave man and I allow myself sent to

> this

>  > small message.if you have a document (photo) on him you it possible of me

>  > would be send a copy.

>  > thanks in advance.sorry but my English it's very bad

>  > timmermans claude

>  >

>  >

>

> .

>

>

> FREE Animations for your email - By IncrediMail! Click Here!

> <http://www.incredimail.com/index.asp?id=101218>

 


-------Original Message-------
 

From: 

Date: 2/11/2008 3:49:54 AM

To: Family and Friends 505RCT

Subject: FW: Re: RUDY LEO R mat:39388039

 

Attached is a picture of Leo Rudy's gravestone and information from the American Battle Monuments Commission.

 

John

 

-------------- Forwarded Message: --------------

From: "Claude Timmermans" <

To: <

Subject: Re: RUDY LEO R  mat:39388039

Date: Sun, 10 Feb 2008 07:02:24 +0000

> hello Mr. sparry

>

> here the date of died of leo R rudy

> it is deceased on February 11, 1945 in Germany.

>  thank you for your research concerning this soldier.

> I send to you in enclosure the card.

> I seek the exact place now or it was killed, as soon as I found I send it to

> you

> could you please give me the address of your Web site I mislaid it.

>

> in a friendly way Timmermans Claude

>

>

>

> ----- Original Message -----

> From: <

> To: <

> Sent: Sunday, February 10, 2008 3:22 AM

> Subject: Re: RUDY LEO R mat:39388039

>

>

> > Hello Mr. Timmermans,

> >

> > I have sent your request to our Association to try to find a picture of

> > Paratrooper Rudy.

> >

> > Can you please tell me how you know when he died? Is it written on his

> > grave stone? I want our web site to be as accurate as possible and I

> > appreciate you pointing out this error to me.

> >

> > Thank you very much for your service to Leo Rudy. We are all very

> > grateful.

> >

> > Sincerely,

> > John Sparry

> >

> > -------------- Original message ----------------------

> > From: <

> >> hello, I see send this email for you announce an error concerning one of

> >> the soldiers who is in roll off honor.il acts of RUDY LEO R it did not

> >> die

> >> in action the 06/06/1944 in Normandy and it does not rest with the

> >> cemetery of St Laurent in Normandy.

> >> RUDY LEO R is deceased the 11/02/1945 in Germany and it rests with the

> >> cemetery of Henri-vault in Belgium.

> >> I am the person who adopted this brave man and I allow myself sent to

> >> this

> >> small message.if you have a document (photo) on him you it possible of me

> >> would be send a copy.

> >> thanks in advance.sorry but my English it's very bad

> >> timmermans claude

> >>

> >>

> --

> J'utilise la version gratuíte de SPAMfighter pour utilisateurs privés.

> Ce programme a supprimé153 d'e-mails spam à ce jour.

> Les utilisateurs qui paient n'ont pas ce message dans leurse-mails.

> Obtenez la version gratuite de SPAMfighter ici: http://www.spamfighter.com/lfr
 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: 

Date: 2/11/2008 3:49:54 AM

To: Family and Friends 505RCT

Subject: FW: Re: RUDY LEO R mat:39388039

 

Attached is a picture of Leo Rudy's gravestone and information from the American Battle Monuments Commission.

 

John

 

-------------- Forwarded Message: --------------

From: "Claude Timmermans" <

To: <

Subject: Re: RUDY LEO R  mat:39388039

Date: Sun, 10 Feb 2008 07:02:24 +0000

> hello Mr. sparry

>

> here the date of died of leo R rudy

> it is deceased on February 11, 1945 in Germany.

>  thank you for your research concerning this soldier.

> I send to you in enclosure the card.

> I seek the exact place now or it was killed, as soon as I found I send it to

> you

> could you please give me the address of your Web site I mislaid it.

>

> in a friendly way Timmermans Claude

>

>

>

> ----- Original Message -----

> From: <

> To: <

> Sent: Sunday, February 10, 2008 3:22 AM

> Subject: Re: RUDY LEO R mat:39388039

>

>

> > Hello Mr. Timmermans,

> >

> > I have sent your request to our Association to try to find a picture of

> > Paratrooper Rudy.

> >

> > Can you please tell me how you know when he died? Is it written on his

> > grave stone? I want our web site to be as accurate as possible and I

> > appreciate you pointing out this error to me.

> >

> > Thank you very much for your service to Leo Rudy. We are all very

> > grateful.

> >

> > Sincerely,

> > John Sparry

> >

> > -------------- Original message ----------------------

> > From: <

> >> hello, I see send this email for you announce an error concerning one of

> >> the soldiers who is in roll off honor.il acts of RUDY LEO R it did not

> >> die

> >> in action the 06/06/1944 in Normandy and it does not rest with the

> >> cemetery of St Laurent in Normandy.

> >> RUDY LEO R is deceased the 11/02/1945 in Germany and it rests with the

> >> cemetery of Henri-vault in Belgium.

> >> I am the person who adopted this brave man and I allow myself sent to

> >> this

> >> small message.if you have a document (photo) on him you it possible of me

> >> would be send a copy.

> >> thanks in advance.sorry but my English it's very bad

> >> timmermans claude

> >>

> >>

> >

> >

>

>

> --

> J'utilise la version gratuíte de SPAMfighter pour utilisateurs privés.

> Ce programme a supprimé153 d'e-mails spam à ce jour.

> Les utilisateurs qui paient n'ont pas ce message dans leurse-mails.

> Obtenez la version gratuite de SPAMfighter ici: http://www.spamfighter.com/lfr
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Private First Class, U.S. Army
Service # 39388039

505th Parachute Infantry Regt, 82nd
Airborne Division

Entered the Service from: Washington
Died: 11-Feb-45

Buried at: Plot D Row 11 Grave 7
Henri-Chapelle American Cemetery
Henri-Chapelle, Belgium

Awards: Bronze Star, Purple Heart with Oak Leaf
Cluster




John,
I have sent Mr Craig a good bit of info on his grandfather.
Jim
 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: 

Date: 2/11/2008 3:03:13 AM

To: Family and Friends 505RCT

Subject: FW: Luther M. Craig

 

Here's another request in through our website.

 

John

 

-------------- Forwarded Message: --------------

From: <

To: <

Subject: Luther M. Craig

Date: Tue, 5 Feb 2008 19:35:37 +0000

 

> Can you help me gather any information on my grandfather Luther M. Craig.

> He served in the 82nd. 3rd batallion company H of the 505? Thank you??

>

16407    3HHC     Janotto Donald E    ASN-35132093    CIB-S     KIA-A   12 20    ROH
 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: 

Date: 2/11/2008 2:45:29 AM

To: Family and Friends 505RCT

Cc: 

Subject: Donald Janotta 505

 

Hello F&F,

Please see Michaels request below.

Thanks,

John Sparry

 

------------------------------------------------------------------

> Hello,

>

> I recently was able to visit my uncle, Donald Janotta, at the henri-Chapelle Cemetary in

> Belgium.  He was killed in action on Jan 6th 1945 and received 3 purple

> hearts that day.  I would like to know more information about the events

> of that day or any other information you may have.  He was a Sergeant in

> the 505th but I do not know whick Company he was apart of.  Please help me

> if you can.

>

> Sincerely,

>

> Michael Dials

 

 

-------------- Forwarded Message: --------------

From: "

To: 

Subject: RE: Re: Information about fallen uncle in 505th on Jan 6th 1945

Date: Mon, 4 Feb 2008 15:32:10 +0000

> Thank you for the reply John.  His name is Donald Janotta, Sgt. 82nd Airborne

> 505th Parachute.

>

> Michael

>

>

>

> ------- Original Message -------

> From    : 

> Sent    : 2/4/2008 5:08:53 AM

> To      : 

> Cc      :

> Subject : RE: Re: Information about fallen uncle in 505th on Jan 6th 1945

>

>  Hello Michael,

>

> Can you tell me your uncle's name? It may help us figure out what Company he was

> with, etc.

>

> Thanks,

> John Sparry

> www.505rct.org admin

>

>

>  -------------- Original message ----------------------

>

From: <

> Hello,

>

> I recently was able to visit my uncle at the henri-Chapelle Cemetary in

> Belgium.  He was killed in action on Jan 6th 1945 and received 3 purple

> hearts that day.  I would like to know more information about the events

> of that day or any other information you may have.  He was a Sergeant in

> the 505th but I do not know whick Company he was apart of.  Please help me

> if you can.

>

> Sincerely,

>

> Michael Dials

 

 
-------Original Message-------
 

From: 

Date: 2/11/2008 2:34:00 AM

To: Family and Friends 505RCT

Subject: FW: B Co. 307th AEB

 

Are there any 307th Engineers in our email group? This gentleman is looking for them.

 

John Sparry

 

 

-------------- Forwarded Message: --------------

From: <

To: <

Subject: B Co. 307th AEB

Date: Wed, 6 Feb 2008 03:43:02 +0000

 

> I am looking for a way to talk to members of the 307 AEB. I am starting a

> WWII reenacting Unit in St. Louis Mo area.

>

 
-------Original Message-------
 

From: Egbert van de Schootbrugge

Date: 2/11/2008 7:38:16 AM

To: Family & Friends 505 RCT

Subject: Re: pictures

 

Hello,

 

A couple of months I made a phonecall to NARA and I asked the same question. They do have pictures of each soldier and those pictures are not destroyed in the fire of July 1973.

 

Unfortunately, the girl at the telephone wouldn't tell me where the photographs are kept. She told me that only veterans or families can ask for pictures. Very interesting is that al those pictures are public domain (according to her story). So, maybe she was joking to me. How can a picture be in "public domain" and "approved for public release" and at the same time have copyright? My English wasn't good enough to ask further questions about this. Maybe someone in America can ask further questions.

 

Kind Regards,

 

Egbert van de Schootbrugge

Holland

----- Original Message ----- 

From: Family & Friends 505 RCT

To: Family & Friends 505RCT Membership

Sent: Monday, February 11, 2008 1:16 PM

Subject: Fw: pictures

	 

 -------Original Message-------
 

From: 

Date: 2/11/2008 4:09:15 AM

To: Family and Friends 505RCT

Subject: pictures

 

Hello everyone,

 

Many of the requests we receive from the good folks that have adopted graves of our men are for pictures. Is there any chance that the Army has kept a picture of each soldier along with his record? Probably not, but I though I would ask anyway.

 

Thanks,

John


-------Original Message-------
 

From: Jan Bos

Date: 2/11/2008 12:39:09 PM

To: Family & Friends 505 RCT

Cc: 

Subject: Re: RUDY LEO R mat:39388039

 

greetings from Nijmegen, do not know where the Normandy issue came from but Private Firsct Class Leo R. Rudy, ASN 39388039 (origin Washington), was a trooper in B Company 505th, he was killed in action op 11 February 1945 (to-day 63 years ago !!), he was buried in the temporary Henri Chapelle Cemetery in grave 3O-5-97, date of burial was 13 February 1945. He still rest in the permanent Henri Chapelle Cemetery in grave D-11-7

Jan Bos

> Datum: 11/02/08 01:27 PM
> Van: "Family & Friends 505 RCT" 
> Aan: "Family & Friends 505RCT Membership" 
> CC: 
> Onderwerp : Re: RUDY LEO R  mat:39388039
> 
> 

	 

 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: 

Date: 2/11/2008 3:49:54 AM

To: Family and Friends 505RCT

Subject: FW: Re: RUDY LEO R mat:39388039

 

Attached is a picture of Leo Rudy's gravestone and information from the American Battle Monuments Commission.

 

John

 

-------------- Forwarded Message: --------------

From: "Claude Timmermans" <

To: <

Subject: Re: RUDY LEO R  mat:39388039

Date: Sun, 10 Feb 2008 07:02:24 +0000

> hello Mr. sparry

>

> here the date of died of leo R rudy

> it is deceased on February 11, 1945 in Germany.

>  thank you for your research concerning this soldier.

> I send to you in enclosure the card.

> I seek the exact place now or it was killed, as soon as I found I send it to

> you

> could you please give me the address of your Web site I mislaid it.

>

> in a friendly way Timmermans Claude

>

>

>

> ----- Original Message -----

> From: <

> To: <

> Sent: Sunday, February 10, 2008 3:22 AM

> Subject: Re: RUDY LEO R mat:39388039

>

>

> > Hello Mr. Timmermans,

> >

> > I have sent your request to our Association to try to find a picture of

> > Paratrooper Rudy.

> >

> > Can you please tell me how you know when he died? Is it written on his

> > grave stone? I want our web site to be as accurate as possible and I

> > appreciate you pointing out this error to me.

> >

> > Thank you very much for your service to Leo Rudy. We are all very

> > grateful.

> >

> > Sincerely,

> > John Sparry

> >

> > -------------- Original message ----------------------

> > From: <

> >> hello, I see send this email for you announce an error concerning one of

> >> the soldiers who is in roll off honor.il acts of RUDY LEO R it did not

> >> die

> >> in action the 06/06/1944 in Normandy and it does not rest with the

> >> cemetery of St Laurent in Normandy.

> >> RUDY LEO R is deceased the 11/02/1945 in Germany and it rests with the

> >> cemetery of Henri-vault in Belgium.

> >> I am the person who adopted this brave man and I allow myself sent to

> >> this

> >> small message.if you have a document (photo) on him you it possible of me

> >> would be send a copy.

> >> thanks in advance.sorry but my English it's very bad

> >> timmermans claude

> >>


From:
"Bob Murphy" <

To:

CC:

Subject:

NEW 307AEB

Date:

Monday, February 11, 2008 3:18:22 PM

	GREAT NEWS TO START A REENACTOR GROUP OF 307AEB.   THERE ARE MANY UNITS IN EXISTENCE SO GOOD LUCK WITH THE 307. THEY WERE GREAT TROOPERS.

I DO NOT KNOW WHO YOUR ARE SO SEND ME YOUR I D INFO.   YOU GUYS ARE WELCOME TO JOIN OUR 505RCT FAMILY & FRIENDS CLUB, OPEN TO ALL. WE CAN SEND YOU INFO.  BOB MURPHY "A" 505/ PRESIDENT 505RCT Assn (WW II) PARTNERS WITH THE 505RCT F&F's Assn.

P S>> FOR GOOD INFO/ IDEAS SEE BELOW>>>

IF YOU NEED SOME HELP IN FORMING YOU CAN CONTACT DOM & JIL LUNAY WHO HAVE A GREAT RE-ENACTOR CLUB THAT JUMP ALL OVER WITH A C47. DOM/JIL EMAIL IS ABOVE, IN TEXAS (ALSO LIVE IN STE MERE EGLISE & TEXAS)


 
-------Original Message-------
 

From: maurice.renaud1

Date: 2/11/2008 9:10:17 PM

To: JIM
Subject: Tr: ARLINGTON CEREMONY FOR COLONEL ROBERT M PIPER

 

 

> Message du 08/02/08 ï¿½ 22h18

>

> Objet : ARLINGTON CEREMONY FOR COLONEL ROBERT M PIPER

>

> WASHINGTON   D C

>           TO ALL THE FRIENDS OF COLONEL PIPER

> The ceremony took place this afternoon under a beautiful sun at ARLINGTON Cemeterry

> The ceremony was just beautiful and very moving     A guard of forty men presented the honors to the coffin which was drawn by a four horse carriage

> A detachment of 4 men from the 82nd A D ,including the colonel commanding the 505th regiment, attended  the ceremony.

> We lost a great soldier and a great gentleman

> GOD BLESS AMERICA  AND THE AIRBORNE MEN

> Maurice Renaud

 

 

Maurice Renaud

e-mail : 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: maurice.renaud1

Date: 2/11/2008 9:11:36 PM

To: BLANKENSHIP

Subject: Tr: ARLINGTON CEREMONY FOR COLONEL ROBERT M PIPER 

 

 

> Message du 10/02/08 ï¿½ 12h37

 

> Objet : ARLINGTON CEREMONY FOR COLONEL ROBERT M PIPER ï¿½ ï¿½

>

>    TO THE FRIENDS OF COLONEL PIPER

>

>   In addition to my yesterday message I wish to add the following remark : this ceremony was so well organised and conducted by such an impeccable group of soldiers that it left me an unforgettable impression of greatness.

>

>  I believe that the United States is the only Nation in the world {maybe with the exception of Great Britain)  able to show so much respect and gratitude to their Veterans

>

>   This is the signature of a great Nation. The greatest Nation in the world

>

>   Maurice Renaud

>

>

 

 

Maurice Renaud

e-mail : 

Thank You Jim. We share with our Allies who have fought beside America in the war in Iraq and Afghanistan  as well as past wars.
 Freedom has a price and many have paid that price.
 

Jim
 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: James Ray Lemaire

Date: 2/12/2008 8:44:03 AM

To: 

Subject: Fwd: Fw: Heroes

 

Jim...........I would like to share this with members of our Friends and Families of the 505rct.  It was sent to me by a Canadian friend and , though it is in french, it is pretty much self explanatory.  It depicts the arrival of the bodies of the Canadian heros who gave their lives in Afghanistan  and the tribute paid to them by  the populace along the way to the final arrival of the bodies at the Chief Coroner's office in Toronto, Canada.  We so much in common with our allies to the north, I thought it was worthy to forward to our FF.

Airborne,

Jim Lemaire

Note: forwarded message attached.

heroes.ppt

------Original Message-------
 

From: 

Date: 2/12/2008 9:37:53 PM

To: 

Subject: Re: From Maurice: Arlington Cemetery Bob Piper Ceremony

 

Maurice,
 
So great of you to have taken and shared these photographs with the group.  I didn't see the date of the funeral, as I would have tried my best to have been there.  Just before Christmas, Margaret Heesen came over from France and I went with her and a world war 2 veteran that she'd met in Normandy.  She asked if I would go with them to Arlington and the WW2 Memorial on a Wednesday.  I met them and we went to Washington.  It was very cold and John had gotten a bad case of frostbite that still bothers him from the  Battle of the Bulge.  His hands aren't in the best of shape as his feet.  When we arrived at the cemetery, they put us on a tour bus, (no charge).  The driver noticed my parachute badge and it turned out that he was former Airborne as well.  Of course, after mentioning a few names, we knew some of the same folks.  We went to the Tomb of the Unknown Solder.  As we left on the tour bus,  we came to an intersection in the cemetery.  There was a funeral procession. The driver immediately called his office to tell them that we were stopped due to the funeral.  At this time, he made the announcement to those on the bus, "NO PHOTOGRAPHS".  He then said, "this is in respect for the family of the deceased".  I was very glad that he quickly pointed this out for the "tourists".  At this point, we noticed the band of the "Old Guard".  And followed by the band was a platoon of 3rd Infantry with a caisson carrying the body.  Only officers are carried by the caisson (Company H).  This was explained by the driver.  So we knew that this soldier was an officer.  We did feel sad, as there was only one car following the procession.  It gave you an empty feeling as if there was no-one else in the family or friends that were there to show last respects.  And as we are presently "again" at war. It made me wonder?  Was this a young Lt. that has been killed in Afghanistan or Iraq?  Or was it an older soldier, from a prior war with no family or comrades still living?  But being a former soldier, I felt a sense of duty on that cold day, as I'm sure John Meihofer of the 241st Artillery did to be there. I wish we could have been at the grave site for the service.  
 
I heard last week that The United States at present, still has one surviving soldier that was in World War 1.  I remember going to our 82nd Conventions and seeing Herman Meyer (82nd AEF, WW1).  He always attended with his daughter.  Doe's anyone else remember him?  
 
Also,  who was the Colonel of the 82nd  that attended the funeral?  Was he the Division Chief of Staff, or the DISCOM Commander?  They would be only two that I know who would wear Division HQ's Crests.  I'm glad that he and the others wearing maroon berets attended Col. Bob Piper's funeral.  
 
Again Maurice,
 
Thanks for taking the time to take the photographs.  This country of ours never needs to forget the sacrifices that the men like Bob Piper have done for our existence.  He was truly the epitome of the term "AIRBORNE, ALL THE WAY"!
 
 
Tim Roop
www.ww2dday.com  
 
In a message dated 2/12/2008 8:44:21 P.M. Eastern Standard Time, ff505 writes:
	 

 

Subject: From Maurice: Arlington Cemetery Bob Piper Ceremony

 

Thank you Maurice for sharing these photographs of Col. Pipers funeral at Arlington.
[image: image6]
Jim Blankenship

Family & Friends 505RCT

 

-------Original Message-------
 

Subject: From Maurice: Arlington Cemetery Bob Piper Ceremony

 


pictures from Maurice Renaud  
Arlington National Cemetery Ceremony for Colonel Robert Piper February 8th, 2008


 
-------Original Message-------
 

From: Marco Cillessen

Date: 2/13/2008 3:09:21 AM

To: 

Cc: 'Family & Friends 505 RCT'

Subject: Photo's Arlington Ceremony Col Bob Piper

 

Cher Maurice,
 
Many thanks for sharing your photo’s of the ceremony at Arlington with us.
It must have been an impressive moment for you.
 
Regards
 
Marco Cillessen
Groesbeek Airborne Friends, Dutch Chapter C-47 Club
 
…..Thanks Jim.
 
-------Original Message-------
 

From: Ellen Peters

Date: 2/13/2008 1:15:46 AM

To: Family & Friends 505 RCT

Subject: Re: From Maurice: Arlington Cemetery Bob Piper Ceremony

 

Maurice,

 

Those photos are wonderful.  Thank you so much for sharing them with us.  I wish we all could have been there.

 

Ellen Peters

Family & Friends 505 RCT < > wrote:

	Thank you Maurice for sharing these photographs of Col. Pipers funeral at Arlington.
[image: image7]
Jim Blankenship

Family & Friends 505RCT

 

-------Original Message-------
 

Subject: From Maurice: Arlington Cemetery Bob Piper Ceremony

 


pictures from Maurice Renaud  
Arlington National Cemetery Ceremony for Colonel Robert Piper February 8th, 2008


 
-------Original Message-------
 

From: Pete Long

Date: 2/13/2008 7:04:16 PM

Subject: Thoughts of a Military Retiree . . .

 

 

When a good Veteran leaves the "job" and retires to a better  life, many are jealous, some are pleased and yet others, who may have already  retired, wonder.  We wonder if he knows what he is leaving behind, because we already know.  We know, for example, that after a lifetime of camaraderie that few experience, it will remain as a longing for those past  times. We know in the Military life there is a fellowship which lasts long, after the uniforms are hung up in the back of the closet.  We know even if he  throws them away, they will be on him with every step and breath that  remains in his life.  We also know how the very bearing of the man speaks of  what he was and in his heart still is. 

These are the burdens of the job. You will still look at people suspiciously, still see what others do not see or choose to ignore and always will look at the rest of the Military world with a respect for  what they do; only grown in a lifetime of knowing.  Never think for one  moment you are escaping from that life.  You are only escaping the "job" and  merely being allowed to leave "active" duty. 

So what I wish for you is that whenever you ease into  retirement, in your heart you never forget for one moment that "Blessed are the  Peacemakers for they shall be called children of God," and you are still a member  of the greatest fraternity the world has ever known. 


Civilian Friends vs. Veteran Friends 
CIVILIAN FRIENDS: Get upset if you're too busy to talk to them  for a week. 
VETERAN FRIENDS: Are glad to see you after years, and will  happily carry on the same conversation you were having the last time you met. 

CIVILIAN FRIENDS: Have never seen you cry. 
VETERAN FRIENDS: Have cried with you. 

CIVILIAN FRIENDS: Borrow your stuff for a few days then give it back. 
VETERAN FRIENDS: Keep your stuff so long they forget it's yours. 

CIVILIAN FRIENDS: Know a few things about you. 
VETERAN FRIENDS: Could write a book with direct quotes from you. 

CIVILIAN FRIENDS: Will leave you behind if that's what the crowd is doing. 
VETERAN FRIENDS: Will kick the crowds' ass that left you behind. 

CIVILIAN FRIENDS: Are for a while. 
VETERAN FRIENDS: Are for life. 

CIVILI AN FRIENDS: Have shared a few experiences... 
VETERAN FRIENDS: Have shared a lifetime of experiences no citizen could ever dream of... 

CIVILIAN FRIENDS: Will take your drink away when they think you've had enough. 
VETERAN FRIENDS: Will look at you stumbling all over the place and say, 
"You better drink the rest of that before you spill it!!"  Then carry  you home safely and put you to bed... 

CIVILIAN FRIENDS: Will talk crap to the person who talks crap about you. 
VETERAN FRIENDS: Will knock the hell out OF THEM..... for using your name in vain. 

CIVILIAN FRIENDS: Will ignore this. 
VETERAN FRIENDS: Will forward this.
David................ We are saddened to hear about your Dads cancer and we will continue to pray for him. As you state these old paratroopers are a tough lot and all stick together when the going gets rough. Please tell him we are all pulling for him. Many of his comrades have gone on before and I am sure they will comfort him.
[image: image8]
Jim Blankenship
Past President & Founder

Family & Friends 505RCT

 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: David P. Medick

Date: 2/22/2008 11:12:29 AM

Subject: My Dad

 

Some of you know that my Dad, Paul Medich ,has been in a hospital in Pittsburg fighting for his life. I can't tell you all how much your kind words and prayers have been to me and my family and Dad as well. He is a tough Ol Paratrooper who has faught through so much and he is toughin this out as well. Yesterday, the doctors advised us he has cancer in his right kidney and we are waiting for the "options". Most of us can figure that one out. I can't give up, just as he will not but I am making arraingements to go north to be with him. I have no idea how long and how it will turn out but I do know this, it is in the hands of our Lord and His will be done.
 
Please continue to pray for him as I know all of you will and I will advise you all as I can on futur developements. i am sure I missed some one, for that I am sorry but please advise them for me? As far as Safety Service's stuff, please work with Tim White, Laura and John Claborn.
David

Dear Corine, Clare & Dannie,
We are all saddened to hear of your dads death. Everyone at Family & Friends 505RCT would like to express our deepest sympathy in your loss. Your father was very active and we heard a lot from him through our emails. I know he will be missed by everyone and our thoughts and prayers are with you as you grieve your great loss.
 

Sincerely,
Jim Blankenship
 

Jim Blankenship
Host- Family & Friends
 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: 

Date: 2/22/2008 5:55:29 PM

Subject: Sad News From Corine & Clare Aiken

 

First, please excuse this email if you feel it has been sent to you inappropriately or if there are duplications. It is being sent using Richard Aiken's email address book. Clare & I are not familiar with everyone in it.
 
 
 
Richard/Dad died suddenly on Tuesday, February 19th. We think he had a stroke while riding his bike. Even though he was almost immediately airlifted to the hospital, he never regained consciousness. Clare was with him until the end. 
 
Clare's daughter, Dannie, and I are in Arizona making arrangements with Clare. We 3 are driving back to Washington over the weekend.
 
We are planning a service to be held in Tacoma as soon as we can arrange it. Richard/Dad will be buried in April in New Jersey with the Aiken family. There will be a service then too.
 
If you are interested in being notified about either service please contact Corine at 
 
Richard/Dad was a man who loved his family, his country and his friends. There are so many who miss him and have memories of him. You would add to our deeper appreciation of this wonderful man who shared his zest for life with us if you could share your memories with us.
 
Corine Aiken can be emailed at 
 
Clare's email address will be changing so please email her through Dannie  at 
 
All our best to Richard/Dad's family & friends,
 
 

Corine, Clare & Dannie

-------Original Message-------
 

From: 

Date: 2/27/2008 1:10:01 PM

To: 

Subject: LTC Gorham Pictures?

 

Panther 1 is preparing to name their new HQs after my father, LTC Arthur F. Gorham, and seeking pictures from which to build the plaque.  I am working my files and will give them everything I have but if anyone has any pictures taken of him in North Africa or at Bragg theat would be a great help.

 

Thanks

 

Bruce B. G. Clarke
Colonel, US Army (ret)
Author of Expendable Warriors: The Battle of Khe Sanh and the Vietnam War
See http://expendablewarriors.homestead.com/
FOR THOSE WHO FOUGHT FOR IT, FREEDOM HAS A FLAVOR THE PROTECTED SHALL NEVER KNOW.
From the wall of a bunker at Khe Sanh

-------Original Message-------
 

Subject: ANOTHER AIRBORNE WARRIOR ON THE ROAD TO VALHALLA

 

ANOTHER AIRBORNE WARRIOR ON THE ROAD TO VALHALLA. 

1ST SGT RAY TORRES 504TH PARACHUTE INFANTRY VETERAN KOREA AND VIETNAM DIED SUDDENLY AT HOME ON CALIFORNIA. 

RAY WAS VERY INVOLVED IN THE WELFARE OF ALL EX AIRBORNE AND WAS A FOUNDING MEMBER OF THE 82 ND AIRBORNE HONOR GUARD. 

HE ATTENDED MANY CEREMONIES WITH THE HONOR GUARD. 

HE LAY IN STATE IN THE MORTUARY AND THE HONOR GUARD WAS THERE TO KEEP HIM COMPANY. 

HIS WAKE WAS A SAD BUT IN A WAY QUITE FUNNY WITH HIS MATES RECANTING STORIES FROM HIS SERVICE IN THE AIRBORNE. 

1ST SGT RAY TORRES WILL BE BURIED AT THE MILITARY CEMETERY IN RIVERSIDE WITH ALL HIS FAMILY AND FRIENDS AND OF COURSE HIS HONOR GUARD . 

RIP RAY TORRES "STRIKE HOLD". 
 
 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: Gene Garren

Date: 3/8/2008 3:02:02 AM

To: vivianroger

Cc: John (507th) MARR; Guinn UNGER (507th Honorary Colonel); Connie Moore; Bud & Vi (325th GIR) Olson; Wayne & Wilma (325th GIR) Pierce; Tom TIMMES; Doug Stebleton; Christi and Tim Bosetti; Patrick Elie; Graham LAWSON (508th); john mccann; Dick O'Donnell; Jesse 325th Oxendine

Subject: Re: "No Better Place To Die" feature film

 

Hello folks.  Vivian thanks for your kind words about me as well.  I also wish to say something that is very important.  We all know the bridge and causway call La Fiere is also called "Marcus Heim".  Marcus and Gloria while members of the 505 Association were always on the annual trip each year to Europe conducted by OB Hill.  Marcus as a young man was awarded the DSC.  He is in the famous picture of General Bradley pinning on the DSC's to 5 soldiers in La Hay Du Puyes.   We lost Marcus back in 2002.  He was like a brother to OB Hill.  Since the passing of OB and Marcus I have always felt a little sad when I go to Normandy and know they are no longer with us, but I am sure there souls are.  Marcus's bravery" along with many others, mostly 505 at that particular time, but with some from other Airborne units", helped stop a major German counter attack to take the bridge and drive onto Saint Mere Eglise.  Marcus admitted to me that had the tanks been Mark 4's or larger, that the anti tank rockets they used to stop 3 tanks during the attack would not have worked and in his view they would have driven right on across the bridge with the assault troops following.  Around 2000 as tour of the battle area was conducted by Colonel Nightingale in which many were in attendance.  He cover and Manor La Fiere and the attack on the bridge.  When a young active duty soldier asked Marcus what was the range of his anti tank rocket launcher Marcus answered "Far enough!!!".  Everyone laughed, but it was the typical answer I think a citizen soldier would give.  I was lucky enough to have been in Normandy in June of 1997 when the Marcus Heim Causway was dedicated to Marcus. His wife Gloria of course was there as well as his daughter Arnelle Blinderman.  What a privilege!!!!   Gene


 

On Mar 7, 2008, at 7:13 PM, vivianroger wrote:

Doug,
 

In the "to" area I have listed the following:
 

Tom Timmes is the son of Lt. Col. Charles J. Timmes
 

Wayne Pierce was a Lt. for the 325th, C Company, entrenched in Timmes Orchard.  Wrote "Let's Go".
 

Bud Olson 3/325th , crossed the causeway on June 9th
 

Connie Moore is the daughter of Clinton Riddle (he does not have e-mail), 325th radioman for Sanford, B Company, I think.
 

Guinn Unger is the Honorary Colonel and President of the 507th Association.
 

John Marr, Lt 507th PIR, was in the orchard with Timmes, led the 325th across the secret passage, led the 325th C-Company toward Cauquigny on the west side of the road D126 close to Hameau Flaux.
 

Jesse Oxedine is the President of the 325th GIR Association.
 

Dick O'Donnell is the web master of the 508th PIR Friends and Family.
 

John McCaan is Irish and a great friend of the 82nd Airborne and has MANY contacts.  Also an author.
 

Graham Lawson is a friend of the 508th Association in England.
 

Gene Garren is a friend of all of the WWII paratroopers, goes to their reunions, retired Special Forces Vietnam, knows more about these guys than anyone else I know.  And has resourceful ways that will "wow" you.   He has been a great help to our Association and the Veterans.

 

Patrick Elie is French, but speaks English, is a historian and a web master.  A big help with information!!!!
 

Christi Timmes Bosetti is the grand-daughter of Charles Timmes, and daughter of Tom Timmes.
 

I can provide home addresses if you need them.
 

For the rest of you, Doug Stepleton is one of the producers making a film "No Better Place To Die".  They have purchaced the rights to make a movie of Bob Murphy's book.  The action takes place again..... in June 1944 at la Fière Manoir and surrounding areas, the Causeway, Cauquigny, Timmes Orchard.   Help him if you can.  He will be in contact with you.  
 

Respectfully, Vivian
Association U. S. Normandie
-------Original Message-------
 

From: Emile Lacroix

Date: 3/1/2008 4:33:07 PM

Subject: 82nd Airborne March

 

Watch this You Tube video clip on the march "In the Footsteps of the 82nd Airborne Division" February 23, 2008 made by my friend Marc Couturier (My jeep Driver !!)
 
http://fr.youtube.com/watch?v=wdMugBgHrFU
 
Emile Lacroix
-------Original Message-------
 

From: Dannie Sayers

Date: 3/2/2008 8:57:16 PM

To: 

Subject: Richard Aiken

 

Thank you all for your kind words.  It means so much to my mother, Clare.  Richard was a very special man, and we loved him so.
Sincerely, 
Dannie Sayers
 
Richard Aiken
1920-2008
 
Richard Aiken died suddenly on Tuesday, February 19.  We think he had a stroke while riding his bike.  Even though he was almost immediately airlifted to the hospital, he never regained consciousness.  Mom was with him until the end.
Memorial Service
 

Date:   March 8, 2008
 

Time:  2:00 PM
 
Location:  Lutheran Home Retirement Community Chapel
1301 N Highlands Parkway
Tacoma, WA 98406
 
If needed, call Dannie or Pete for directions. 
 
Donations made in his name can be sent to:
 
Disabled American Veterans
DAV Memorial Program
P.O. Box 14301
Cincinnati, OH 45250-0301
 
Or call 1-877-426 2838 Ext. 3302
From: corine aiken [mailto:  
Sent: Sunday, March 02, 2008 12:24 PM
To: 
Subject: [FW]Sad News From Corine & Clare Aiken
 


---------[ Received Mail Content ]----------

Subject : Sad News From Corine & Clare Aiken

Date : Sat, 23 Feb 2008 07:42:54 -0500 (Eastern Standard Time)

From : "Family & Friends 505 RCT" < >

To : "Family & Friends 505RCT Membership" < >

Cc : < 



Dear Corine, Clare & Dannie, 


We are all saddened to hear of your dads death. Everyone at Family & Friends 

505RCT would like to express our deepest sympathy in your loss. Your father 

was very active and we heard a lot from him through our emails. I know he 

will be missed by everyone and our thoughts and prayers are with you as you 

grieve your great loss. 





Sincerely, 


Jim Blankenship 

Host- Family & Friends 
ff5 

-------Original Message------- 


From: 


Date: 2/22/2008 5:55:29 PM 


Subject: Sad News From Corine & Clare Aiken 

First, please excuse this email if you feel it has been sent to you 

inappropriately or if there are duplications. It is being sent using Richard 

Aiken's email address book. Clare & I are not familiar with everyone in it. 


Richard/Dad died suddenly on Tuesday, February 19th. We think he had a 

stroke while riding his bike. Even though he was almost immediately 

airlifted to the hospital, he never regained consciousness. Clare was with 

him until the end. 


Clare's daughter, Dannie, and I are in Arizona making arrangements with 

Clare. We 3 are driving back to Washington over the weekend. 

We are planning a service to be held in Tacoma as soon as we can arrange it. 

Richard/Dad will be buried in April in New Jersey with the Aiken family. 

There will be a service then too. 

If you are interested in being notified about either service please contact 

Corine at 
Richard/Dad was a man who loved his family, his country and his friends. 

There are so many who miss him and have memories of him. You would add to 

our deeper appreciation of this wonderful man who shared his zest for life 

with us if you could share your memories with us. 

Corine Aiken can be emailed at 


Clare's email address will be changing so please email her through Dannie 

at 


All our best to Richard/Dad's family & friends, 

Corine, Clare & Dannie 


-------Original Message-------
 

From: David P. Medick

Date: 3/3/2008 10:59:03 PM

To All:
Many people have asked me how to honor the passing of my Dad, Paul Medich. I am sending this out to let you all know what we as his family has established. Attached is the information for you. Please know that we have all felt your prayers and heard your words of kindness, which has born us through this. We can not thank you enough and do not feel obligated in anyway.
Thank you all, David

Donations for Paul Medich

We the family of Paul Medich has designated the following charity for 

those who wish to honor him and his service to his and our Country 

during World War Two in the 505th PIR of the 82nd Airborne Division. Please make your check out to:

82nd Airborne Div. Assoc. Scholarship Fund

And you can either mail the check to:

82nd Airborne Division Association Scholarship Fund

P. O. Box 65089

Fayetteville, NC. 28306-5089

And mark it:

In memory of Paul Medich

Or you can mail it to me at:

David P. Medick

And I will see to it that they receive your donation.

We thank you for your prayers, your kind words and your donation that will benefit the children of those who served in the 82nd Airborne Division and for the troopers themselves. We couldn’t think of a better way to honor him then to assist these people to gain higher education.

Our prayers and gratitude to you from:

The family of Paul Medich

Thanks Tim for this great article..... Jim
 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: 

Date: 3/8/2008 9:27:52 AM

To: 

Subject: Fwd: Pearl Cornioley, WWII Secret Agent, Dies

 

 

 



From: Osssociety
To: TroopAbn
Sent: 3/8/2008 9:25:59 A.M. Eastern Standard Time
Subj: Re: Pearl Cornioley, WWII Secret Agent, Dies

 

Thanks

Charles Pinck, President
The OSS Society, Inc.
6723 Whittier Ave., 303A
McLean, VA 22101


www.osssociety.org
www.ossreborn.com



-----Original Message-----
From: Troo 
To: 
Sent: Sat, 8 Mar 2008 9:03 am
Subject: Fwd: Pearl Cornioley, WWII Secret Agent, Dies

Thought you'd find this of interest.

 

Tim Roop

www.ww2dday.com  

 



From: 
To: 
Sent: 3/8/2008 5:00:31 A.M. Eastern Standard Time
Subj: Pearl Cornioley, WWII Secret Agent, Dies

 

Pearl Cornioley, WWII Secret Agent, Dies
By D'ARCY DORAN, AP
13 hours ago

LONDON — Pearl Cornioley, who parachuted into France as a secret agent during World War II to help arm and organize the Resistance, has died. She was 93.

Cornioley was one of Britain's greatest agents operating behind German lines, according to historian Michael R.D. Foot. who has written extensively about British special operations in France.

Cornioley died at Blois Hospital in the Loire Valley on Feb. 24, Caroline Cottard, the secretary at her retirement home in Chateauvieux, southwest of Paris, said Friday.

She parachuted into France in September 1943 to work as a courier for an underground unit. It was believed the Nazis were less likely to suspect a woman, and she posed as a cosmetics saleswoman to deliver coded messages.

When the Nazis captured the leader of her unit in May 1944, she took over the cell in the north Indre department of the Loire River valley, about 55 miles southeast of the Normandy beaches.

Using the code name "Pauline," she led a 1,500-strong team in efforts to cut railway, road and telephone communications and start guerrilla operations. The Nazis put her face on posters offering a 1 million franc reward for her capture — but she always evaded them.

In June 1944, the month of the D-Day landings, her unit interrupted the Paris-Bordeaux railway line more than 800 times and regularly attacked convoys, she wrote in her 1995 autobiography.

"We didn't actually have anything to do directly with the D-Day beach operations, but we were in more or less a rear guard — trying to prevent the Germans getting up to them," Cornioley told The Associated Press on her 80th birthday.

Born in 1916 in Paris to British parents, she was the oldest of four daughters. Her father was an alcoholic and a spendthrift and she once returned home to find all her family's furniture on the curb.

"I don't blame life at all for having given me this difficult childhood, because it gave me the strength to fight for the rest of my life," she wrote in her autobiography.

She took a job at the British Embassy in Paris to help support the family. She and her family were still in France when it fell in June 1940, but fled to London when the Germans started rounding up British citizens.

Bored by her desk job at the Air Ministry in London, she volunteered for the Special Operations Executive. After seven weeks of training for armed and unarmed combat and sabotage she parachuted into France.

After the war ended, she married Henri Cornioley, a French prisoner-of-war who escaped and joined the Resistance.

They spent the rest of their lives in France, and he died in 1999.

After the war, she was recommended for Britain's Military Cross medal, but as a woman she was not able to receive it.

Queen Elizabeth II made her a Commander of the Order of the British Empire in 2004 during a visit to Paris. She also received France's Legion d'Honneur.

But the award that meant the most to her came when Royal Air Force officers presented her with her parachute wings in 2006 in a ceremony at her Paris retirement home.

"I've been moaning about the fact the girls who parachuted into occupied countries were not allowed to wear the wings when we came back from the field," she said.

"I thought it was an injustice and really wrong because we went through the same dangers as the men."

She is survived by a daughter.

___

AP reporter Devorah Lauter in Paris contributed to this report.

John/Claude
 

Maybe some of the information below will help. The First number was the GO number or Government Order number.
ASN is Army Serial number 
CIB is Combat Infantry Badge earned in first campaign battle...thus CIB S (Sicily)
KIA  A (Ardennes) Killed in Action
ROH  Roll of Honor
6 20 listed is a govt. code not sure of meaning
 

Hope this helps,
[image: image9]
Jim Blankenship

Family & Friends 505RCT

 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: 

Date: 3/8/2008 3:56:36 PM

To: Family and Friends 505RCT

Cc: 

Subject: FW: hello

 

THE ROSTER
of those who served

 

NAMES:

Spelling of last names was not always consistent, often written under field conditions 

Some name changes were made post-war

Listing of rank or position was intentionally not included

The major known deficiencies are in the lack of completeness of the attached units.

 

ARMY SERIAL NUMBERS:

 Army Serial Number (ASN) can give a clue as to entry into the service, e.g.,

First number “1" indicates enlisted volunteer

First number “2" indicates National Guard origin

First number “3" indicates draftee

Other segments of ASN indicate region of entry

O- prefix indicates Officer

 

UNITS:

The 505th Parachute Infantry Regiment consisted of  the following companies

HHC = Hq & Hq Co.

SVS = Service Co.

Med = Medical detachment

1HHC + A, B, C Cos. (all 1st battalion)

2HHC + D, E, F Cos.  (all 2nd Battalion)

3HHC + G, H, I  Cos.  (all 3rd Battalion)

The 456PFA Bn. had batteries HHB, A, B, C, D, e.g., 456A

The 80th AAA Bn. had batteries HHB, A, B, C. D, E, F, e.g., 80AA-B

Only Co. B, 307th Airborne Engineers was part of the 505th RCT, e.g., 307E    

There have been errors in identification between “307 Eng Medic” and “307 Med. Co.”

 

ALSO: Lists other unit(s) when the person served in more than one unit

 

CIB:     Combat Infantryman Badge (CIB) or Combat Medical Badge (CMB) and Campaign    indicating when the badge was first awarded.  S-Sicily, I-Italy, N-Normandy, H-Holland,              A-Ardennes, R-Rhineland, CE-Central Europe.  For example, CMB-H.  While Holland was not a separate campaign, it was identifiable as a major battle of the 82nd Airborne.

 

STATUS:  KIA-campaign as identified above, or date deceased D=00-00-00.  All deaths during combat periods were not recorded as KIA.  Some are DOW, NBC or simply D

 

CITY AND STATE:  City and State listed is generally the last known place of residence 1986- present.  Many addresses are a retirement address--not original home or career address.

For current members, the 505th RCT Association Treasurer has the most reliable list.

 

 

 

 

Claude had a good question about the items in parentheses below. I imaging ROH is Roll of Honor, but don't know what the others are.

 

Thanks,

John

 

-------------- Forwarded Message: --------------

From: "Claude Timmermans" <

To: <

Subject: hello

Date: Wed, 20 Feb 2008 19:25:48 +0000

 

> hello John

> your first message

> We have not yet found a picture, but here is some other information, most of

> which you already have. It seems that he was actually in B Company.John.....

> According to Fr.Thuring's "Roll of Honor" Pfc. Leo R Rudy was killed in action

> 11 February 1945 in the Ardennes Campaign. He is buried in Henri Chapelle

> cemetery 3O-5-97 temporary burial on 13-02-45   HENRI CHAPELLE D-11-7

>

> ?

> (((16407 )))   B-Co         Rudy Leo R    ASN#39388039    (((CIB-S )))

> KIA-Ardennes    ((( 6 20 ))))   (((ROH)))) ?

>

> (((  ))))?signification please , I don't understand

> thank you

From:
"Family & Friends 505 RCT" <

To:

<

Subject:

Re: FW: William Abner Clark born 10/05/1922

Date:

Saturday, March 08, 2008 6:48:17 PM

	John.................... It is so sad that families wait until their loved ones die before asking for information about them. Many of the veterans that would have that information have passed on themselves. I will see what I can find out.
[image: image10]
Jim Blankenship

Family & Friends 505RCT

 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: 

Date: 3/8/2008 4:15:00 PM

To: Family and Friends 505RCT

Cc: 

Subject: FW: William Abner Clark born 10/05/1922

 

Paratrooper Clark's family would like some information about him relating to his time the service. Please read below...

 

Thanks,

John Sparry

 

-------------- Forwarded Message: --------------

From: <

To: <

Subject: William Abner Clark born 10/05/1922

Date: Mon, 18 Feb 2008 14:50:57 +0000

 

> Bill passed away last week - his funeral is today in Dayton, Ohio.  I am

> searching for information of him during his service for the 82nd Airborne

> for his daughter, Priscilla.  I have been her friend since 2nd grade, and

> Bill was like my second father.  Bill was in the 505th Parachute Infantry

> Regiment (PIR) and won a bronze star for heroism for Siciliy.  I would

> like to know his rank, what company he served with, anything else I can

> find out.  Thanks for very much - I know his daughter will cherish the

> information, and so will I.

>

>


	


	 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: Bob Murphy

Date: 3/9/2008 11:05:12 AM

To: 

Cc: 

Subject: Mail checks for SME kids visit o USA

 

Friends of Ste Mere Eglise school kids visiting USA Washington, D C & Gettysburg areas.  They need our help $$ for spending money in U S dollars.   Please send a check ,asap/now to my friend arranging this visit by the Ste Mere Eglise school kids> >Mail your check to>  (Capt.) Monika Stoy, 6531 Milva Lane, Springfield, VA 22150.    (tel 703 912 4218)  Make your check payable to Monica Stoy.   She is a U S Army Captain and frequent visitor to SME 

     Any amount is welcome so these kids can have some US pocket money and maybe help pay for a bus.  Mail your donation by March 12 or 13th.     These kids are the future of France. Let's make sure they have a good trip to USA.  Send a check of any amount to Monika;;it will all go to the kids.  My check has been mailed today.    BOB MURPHY  President 505RCT Assn WW II.    The 505Family & Friends Assn members will also join in for a contribution.  And some other veterans Clubs may want to send a small check  

I hope other SME visitors will be able to get a check off to Monika Stoy so she will have $$ in time of the SME kids arrival.   Thanks to all who will contribute to help these young kids visit to our America.    Just make a check for whatever you can and mail it asap to Monika Stoy
This 100% voluntary on her part and nothing goes in her pocket.   Mail it today ..BOB

Bob Murphy

Please note: forwarded message attached  Note the attachment for full details(then mail your check asap so Monica will have it by the 18th March

Bob, 

Here is the letter with schedule for the French students.  

My address is 6531 Milva Lane, Springfield, VA. 22150

If any of your members, friends, contacts, would like to donate to help support these kids while they are here, just have them send a check to me at my address. 

Tim and I are going on the road this evening for the next week.  I'll be in touch as soon as we get back on the 18th. 

All the Way!

Monika

Note: forwarded message attached.



Never miss a thing. Make Yahoo your homepage.

 

	





	

	Attached Message
	



	From:
	
	Monika Stoy <] 

	To:
	
	marc mest <

	Subject:
	
	Re: Thanks

	Date:
	
	Thu, 06 Mar 2008 11:22:45 PST


Dear Marc, 

 

My sincere gratitude goes to you for doing what you do, and making things happen!

 

I am enclosing a letter with the students’ activities for your newsletter. 

 

I’ve sent a note to Don Lassen asking him for help and information, but he is very busy right now preparing for the Airborne Awards in April.

 

If the chapter can work out on the transportation issue for the Gettysburg trip that would be really great!  However, we still need to come up with some pocket money for their lunch in Gettysburg, METRO fares in and around Washington, entrance fee at Mount Vernon, a welcome bag, farewell dinner, etc. 

 

Please, present certificates to the students, teachers from SME and the host families.  Names will follow soon.  When and how would you like to present them?  Can you come down on 12 April for the farewell dinner?  

 

I’m off to Germany from 9 to 17 March.  I’ll call you on the 18th upon our return.  

 

Airborne, and Rock of the Marne!

 

Monika



marc mest < > wrote: 

Dear Monika,
 
   Thank you for attending the meeting yesterday. I believe our chapter will be helpful with not only the upcoming student visit, but your future endeavors as well.
 
  I will contact our secretary and find out if there are any other Ww2 Troopers that might be able to attend the April activities.
 
  The next chapter newsletter is slated to be mailed out on March 15th. If you could provide an article on the student visit in the next week or so that would be great. 
 
  Also I will be working on the transportation for the Gettysburg trip. Have you contacted the city of Gettysburg concerning the day trip?  They backed out of hosting them, but I would think they would at least want to present them with something while they are there for the day.
 
Thanks Marc
 
Dear Members, 

It was a great pleasure to meet you at the last meeting.  We surely are living in very interesting times!  

As you all know our veterans made history on 6 June 1944 at Ste Mere Eglise, Normandy – it became the first French village liberated by allied troops on D-Day.  James Didier, Skip’s husband, and many others were there!  

Now almost 64 years later the grandchildren of those SME villagers are coming to visit us in America – the first time any students from SME have made the trip across the Atlantic.  Please come and join us and share the Airborne Spirit with them. 

There will be 15 students aged 15, 8 girls and 7 boys, and two teachers arriving at Dulles Airport on 5 April at 1530.  

There will be a welcoming reception for them at West Springfield High School in Springfield, VA between 1700 and 1800.  

6 April at 1400 they will visit Mount Vernon

7 April they will travel to Gettysburg

8 April they will go to classes at WSHS with their hosting student

* 9 April at 1400 there will be presentations by both French and American student on their schools and communities

10 April they will visit Arlington Cemetery and take a Pentagon tour. 

11 April they will visit museums and memorials in Washington, DC

*12 April they will continue visiting venues in Washington, DC. 

13 April they will depart at 1500 from Dulles airport to return home. 

· indicates we would love to have you join us. 

I’m asking for donations to help pay for their meals during their tours and the entrance fees, as well as to put together welcome packets and pay for the farewell dinner. 

My phone number is 703 912 4218 and my address is 6531 Milva Lane, Springfield, VA. 22150.  My email address is 

Thank you and Airborne!  Monika Stoy

We would like to welcome our newest member Claude Timmermans. Claude was born in Liege, Belgium and now lives with his wife and two children in Herstal, Belgium. Claude is a son of a Belgian soldier who was a POW in Germany during WWII. His father passed away in 1992. Claude wanted to honor and sponsor a soldier in the Henri Chapelle Cemetery and happened on Patrick Elie's (F&F member) web site  http://www.6juin1944.com . He asked Patrick for information on Pfc. Leo R. Rudy, B Company 505PIR. and Patrick helped him and told him to contact John Sparry, 505RCT.org web master which he did. Claude then contacted Family & Friends and has now joined our ranks. Thanks to Patrick and John we now have another member from Belgium.
Claude said in his letter to me that "There is nothing more important for me than to maintain the memory young people of my country so that they all know that without the thousands of GI's which gave their lives in Europe we would not and could not be be here today." 
 

To me, this is why we are here as ambassadors for our honored Airborne Veterans.
[image: image12]
Jim Blankenship

Family & Friends 505RCT

John........ William A. Clark was in Service Company 505PIR.
Unfortunately most of the men who might have known him have since passed away.
I will see what I am able to find out from veterans still living.
Ask his daughter to go through and old papers he might have kept and look
for his DD 214 (discharge papers) or any thing else he might have kept.
 

GO#16/44      SVC  Company     Clark, William A      ASN 15338297      CIB-Sicily              
[image: image13]
 

Jim Blankenship

Family & Friends 505RCT

 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: 

Date: 3/8/2008 4:15:00 PM

To: Family and Friends 505RCT

Cc: 

Subject: FW: William Abner Clark born 10/05/1922

 

Paratrooper Clark's family would like some information about him relating to his time the service. Please read below...

 

Thanks,

John Sparry

 

-------------- Forwarded Message: --------------

From: <

To: <

Subject: William Abner Clark born 10/05/1922

Date: Mon, 18 Feb 2008 14:50:57 +0000

 

> Bill passed away last week - his funeral is today in Dayton, Ohio.  I am

> searching for information of him during his service for the 82nd Airborne

> for his daughter, Priscilla.  I have been her friend since 2nd grade, and

> Bill was like my second father.  Bill was in the 505th Parachute Infantry

> Regiment (PIR) and won a bronze star for heroism for Siciliy.  I would

> like to know his rank, what company he served with, anything else I can

> find out.  Thanks for very much - I know his daughter will cherish the

> information, and so will I.

>

-------Original Message-------
 

From: Ellen Peters

Date: 3/10/2008 11:43:13 AM

To: 

Subject: Re: Fw: Suggestion for (SME) French children's trip

 

What a great idea Dan has.  And how interesting for those kids to be able to see how the histories of our two countries are intertwined and how wonderful for them to see how French heroes are honored overseas.  One can only imagine how our Revolutionary War would have gone without French help.  I think it is important for these kids to know that (American kids, too).  

 

Ellen

 

 

 



Bob Murphy < > wrote: 


F Y Info, for THE FRENCH KIDS FROM SME   BOB MURPHY





Monika & Bob -
 

I am sending this separately to you since AOL seems to be having a problem and I can't be sure that my original message actually was sent OK...and time is short... Dan Roper
 

.....................................................................................................
Hi all -
 

Am putting my check for the French kid's trip in the mail today.
 

A suggestion: Many years ago I took some French friends to Gettysburg. Frankly, they were only mildly interested. Later, Michel, my very good friend, explained to me that there are many such battlefields in Europe...and they have had many wars, etc. and at the time he had little knowledge (and therefore little interest) in the American Civil War. I would hope that this suggestion doesn't disappoint anyone....as a Civil War buff myself, I realize how important this site is for Americans...and I have contributed to the Gettysburg site a number of times over the years....
 

My suggestion is to take the kids to Annapolis instead of Gettysburg. Especially since the Gettysburg folks apparently seem only mildly interested in their visit. The time spent traveling to Annapolis should be much less also...which would be a plus, I would think.
 

On the campus of St. John's College (right in the City of Annapolis) there are four French soldiers graves....which are marked with an impressive memorial marker. There are also markers showing French General Rochambeau's route as he marched his troops from New Jersey down to Annapolis (where they embarked on ships for the trip to Yorktown...and eventual victory for the Americans. Remember, English Gen. Cornwallis was laid siege to by the combined armies of the French and the American forces under Gen. George Washington.
And it was French Admiral De Grasse's fleet which showed up just in time to form an effective blockade that was instrumental in keeping the English fleet from re-supplying Gen. Cornwallis' troops...and evacuating them from their untenable position at Yorktown.
 

There are many great sights to see in Annapolis and I feel certain that an excellent reception for the French kids could be arranged. I would think that this could include visits to the U.S. Naval Academy, the Wm. Paca House, the City Dock area, St. John's College, London Towne park area, and (perhaps) lunch at either the Treaty of Paris restaurant or the Cafe Normandie....both of which are on Main Street downtown. We could also arrange for them to visit a French class at the Key School (named after Francis Scott Key)...and meet some American kids of their same age.
 

I feel certain that a great time would await these students in Annapolis. If it would be helpful, I would be happy to assist with setting up any arrangements there....even though I now live in South Carolina, I lived in Annapolis for over 20 years and still have many friends and connections there.
 

Sincerely and respectfully,
Dan Roper
 

Home tel: 843.
Cell tel: 84
And Thank You David for being such a steadfast supporter of the USA and Airborne.
Jim
 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: David.V

Date: 3/10/2008 2:57:53 PM

To: Family & Friends 505RCT Membership

Subject: Réf. : William Abner Clark born 10/05/1922

 

 

More and more.....
It's to often that I received a mail saying a veteran passed away....
Even if it's life.....
Even if I never know him....
I'm sad any time.
God bless him and all his familly.
From Normandie, France : DAVID who never forget.
 

- Allways Airborne -
 

 

-------Message original-------
 

De : Family & Friends 505 RCT

Date : 10/03/2008 15:56:40

A : Family & Friends 505RCT Membership

Sujet : William Abner Clark born 10/05/1922

 

  
John........ William A. Clark was in Service Company 505PIR.
Unfortunately most of the men who might have known him have since passed away.
I will see what I am able to find out from 505 veterans still living.
 
GO#16/44      SVC  Company     Clark, William A      ASN 15338297      CIB-Sicily              
[image: image14]
  

	Subject: FW: William Abner Clark born 10/05/1922

 
	
	


Paratrooper Clark's family would like some information about him relating to his time the service. Please read below...

 

Thanks,

John Sparry

 

-------------- Forwarded Message: --------------

From: <

To: <

Subject: William Abner Clark born 10/05/1922

Date: Mon, 18 Feb 2008 14:50:57 +0000

 

> Bill passed away last week - his funeral is today in Dayton, Ohio.  I am

> searching for information of him during his service for the 82nd Airborne

> for his daughter, Priscilla.  I have been her friend since 2nd grade, and

> Bill was like my second father.  Bill was in the 505th Parachute Infantry

> Regiment (PIR) and won a bronze star for heroism for Siciliy.  I would

> like to know his rank, what company he served with, anything else I can

> find out.  Thanks for very much - I know his daughter will cherish the

> information, and so will I.

 
[image: image15]
Jim Blankenship

Family & Friends 505RCT

-------Original Message-------
 

From: Emile Lacroix

Date: 3/10/2008 6:51:46 PM

To: Family & Friends 505 RCT

Subject: Re: Welcome Claude Timmermans

 

Mr. Timmermans,
Welcome to the great fraternity of the Family and Friends.
From another old Friend of the 82nd Airborne from Belgium
Emile lacroix
Pres. 82nd Airborne "All American"
Belgian Ardennes Chapter C-47Club
 

----- Original Message ----- 

From: Family & Friends 505 RCT

To: Family & Friends 505RCT Membership

Sent: Sunday, March 09, 2008 7:21 PM

Subject: Welcome Claude Timmermans

	We would like to welcome our newest member Claude Timmermans. Claude was born in Liege, Belgium and now lives with his wife and two children in Herstal, Belgium. Claude is a son of a Belgian soldier who was a POW in Germany during WWII. His father passed away in 1992. Claude wanted to honor and sponsor a soldier in the Henri Chapelle Cemetery and happened on Patrick Elie's (F&F member) web site  http://www.6juin1944.com . He asked Patrick for information on Pfc. Leo R. Rudy, B Company 505PIR. and Patrick helped him and told him to contact John Sparry, 505RCT.org web master which he did. Claude then contacted Family & Friends and has now joined our ranks. Thanks to Patrick and John we now have another member from Belgium.
Claude said in his letter to me that "There is nothing more important for me than to maintain the memory young people of my country so that they all know that without the thousands of GI's which gave their lives in Europe we would not and could not be be here today." 
 

To me, this is why we are here as ambassadors for our honored Airborne Veterans.
[image: image16]
Jim Blankenship

Family & Friends 505RCT




I have yet to meet a Frenchman or woman that wasn't grateful for the sacrifices of all the allies
during the war in my trips to Normandie. Jim
 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: David.V

Date: 3/10/2008 6:25:11 PM

To: Family & Friends 505RCT Membership

Subject: Réf. : Re: Fw: Suggestion for (SME) French children's trip

 

"One can only imagine how our Revolutionary War would have gone without French help"

 

Unfortunatly....it's not the same France as it was, at that time.
France as changed.
Many of them forget it....
French people haven't a good memory....
I will never forget what American people have done for us...and not only in 1944....in 1917 too !
Allways AIRBORNE....and....ALWAYS AMERICA !
David, from Normandie
 

 

 

-------Message original-------
 

De : Family & Friends 505 RCT

Date : 10/03/2008 22:49:52

A : Family & Friends 505RCT Membership

Sujet : Re: Fw: Suggestion for (SME) French children's trip

 

 

 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: Ellen Peters

Date: 3/10/2008 11:43:13 AM

To: 

Subject: Re: Fw: Suggestion for (SME) French children's trip

 

What a great idea Dan has.  And how interesting for those kids to be able to see how the histories of our two countries are intertwined and how wonderful for them to see how French heroes are honored overseas.  One can only imagine how our Revolutionary War would have gone without French help.  I think it is important for these kids to know that (American kids, too).  

 

Ellen

 

 

 



Bob Murphy < > wrote: 


F Y Info, for THE FRENCH KIDS FROM SME   BOB MURPHY





Monika & Bob -
 

I am sending this separately to you since AOL seems to be having a problem and I can't be sure that my original message actually was sent OK...and time is short... Dan Roper
 

.....................................................................................................
Hi all -
 

Am putting my check for the French kid's trip in the mail today.
 

A suggestion: Many years ago I took some French friends to Gettysburg. Frankly, they were only mildly interested. Later, Michel, my very good friend, explained to me that there are many such battlefields in Europe...and they have had many wars, etc. and at the time he had little knowledge (and therefore little interest) in the American Civil War. I would hope that this suggestion doesn't disappoint anyone....as a Civil War buff myself, I realize how important this site is for Americans...and I have contributed to the Gettysburg site a number of times over the years....
 

My suggestion is to take the kids to Annapolis instead of Gettysburg. Especially since the Gettysburg folks apparently seem only mildly interested in their visit. The time spent traveling to Annapolis should be much less also...which would be a plus, I would think.
 

On the campus of St. John's College (right in the City of Annapolis) there are four French soldiers graves....which are marked with an impressive memorial marker. There are also markers showing French General Rochambeau's route as he marched his troops from New Jersey down to Annapolis (where they embarked on ships for the trip to Yorktown...and eventual victory for the Americans. Remember, English Gen. Cornwallis was laid siege to by the combined armies of the French and the American forces under Gen. George Washington.
And it was French Admiral De Grasse's fleet which showed up just in time to form an effective blockade that was instrumental in keeping the English fleet from re-supplying Gen. Cornwallis' troops...and evacuating them from their untenable position at Yorktown.
 

There are many great sights to see in Annapolis and I feel certain that an excellent reception for the French kids could be arranged. I would think that this could include visits to the U.S. Naval Academy, the Wm. Paca House, the City Dock area, St. John's College, London Towne park area, and (perhaps) lunch at either the Treaty of Paris restaurant or the Cafe Normandie....both of which are on Main Street downtown. We could also arrange for them to visit a French class at the Key School (named after Francis Scott Key)...and meet some American kids of their same age.
 

I feel certain that a great time would await these students in Annapolis. If it would be helpful, I would be happy to assist with setting up any arrangements there....even though I now live in South Carolina, I lived in Annapolis for over 20 years and still have many friends and connections there.
 

Sincerely and respectfully,
Dan Roper
 

Home tel: 843
Cell tel: 843.
-------Original Message-------
 

From: 

Date: 3/11/2008 2:03:38 AM

To: 

Subject: Re: Rif. : Re: Fw: Suggestion for (SME) French children's trip 

 

In a message dated 3/10/2008 9:22:29 P.M. Eastern Standard Time, ff505r writes:

Unfortunatly....it's not the same France as it was, at that time.
France as changed.
Many of them forget it....
French people haven't a good memory....
I will never forget what American people have done for us...and not only in 1944....in 1917 too !
Allways AIRBORNE....and....ALWAYS AMERICA !
David, from Normandie
Dear David from Normandie -

 

You are right, of course, France has changed...but then so has the world...and so has America. For example, Vietnam is ancient history for my grandchildren. They are interested in things happening right now...and things that are going on with their young friends....and how things will affect them. World War 2 ended almost 63 years ago. I was born in 1934...and if you subtract 63 years from that date...it would bring you to 1871. In that year the Franco-Prussian War was ongoing...and I can assure you that I never (until much later when I developed a keen interest in history) paid much mind to the events that took place in that war. I should have...because it is my belief that that war (and it's unfair peace treaty) led directly to WW I...and its unfair peace treaty...which then led directly to the rise of Adolf Hitler and WW2. The end of WW2, despite efforts to have a more fair peace (including the rehabilitation of destroyed countries...both allied and those of the opposition) ...the so-called "cold war" ensued. This war lasted 45 years...with "battles" including the blockade of Berlin, Korea, Vietnam and a number of other, smaller conflicts.

 

But this would be a good discussion to have in one of the nice restaurants in Ste Mere Eglise with perhaps some excellent French wine or maybe some calvados (though I must admit that I haven't quite developed a taste for the latter yet)..

 

My own Uncle Dan was a soldier in the American army fighting in France in 1917 and 1918. He was wounded, gassed and shell shocked. He was cared for in a hospital in eastern France where he met a lovely young French woman named Germaine. They fell in love and were married. When Uncle Dan returned home he and my Aunt Germaine made their home in New Orleans. They had three girls who grew up to have families of their own. Aunt Germaine took great care of my Uncle Dan...who never fully recovered from his wounds. Germaine and Dan have passed on now...but their last remaining daughter, my cousin Margot, lives in the old family house in New Orleans that was fortunately spared by hurricane Katrina.

 

My father and two of his brothers fought in World War 2. My Uncle Fred fought in France, Germany, and even into Czechoslovakia. He too, came back home wounded and with "problems"...and never fully recovered. He died in 1949....still a young man 

 

Today, my wife and I have many close French friends. I mean...we are really strong in our friendship. These friendships began through working relationships...we were employed by the same company (IBM). I could tell you story after story to illustrate our friendships...but you don't really want to read much more of this, I would think. But still, let me tell you about our friend Maurice who lives in Draveil...south of Paris. Maurice is very pro-American...in fact he is the most pro-American person I know...including all of the Americans I know. I had our congressman fly an American flag over the U.S. Capitol building in Washington on Maurice's birthday and then sent it on to Maurice in the mail...with a certificate of authenticity. He was delighted with this gift. It really seemed to mean a lot to him. One day, a number of years later, my wife, daughter and I went to visit Maurice in Draveil. He and his wife Andree live on the top floor of a large apartment building in that town. As we were walking from the parking lot into the building we heard someone yelling "GOD BLESS AMERICA!" at the top of their voice. We looked up...and there was Maurice on the top floor of his building waving his American flag proudly back and forth...continually repeating his salutation of "GOD BLESS AMERICA!". 

 

It is truly a simple fact of history that the French greatly helped the rebel Americans achieve their independence from Britain. It is also a fact of history that the ideals which this country is based on (which are found in our Bill of Rights and our Constitution) originated both in what was to become the United States of America and in France. The ideas of Voltaire mingled with those of Jefferson, Franklin and many others...on both sides of the Atlantic. When the French soldiers and sailors returned home it wasn't long before the ideals of individual rights (as epitomized in the French document "The Rights of Man") and LIBERTY spread until the French people joined the American people in being ruled by governments of the people, by the people and for the people....in other words in democratic government. If you drive around America you will find many places...cities and towns.. with the name of "Fayettville", or "Fayette", or some other such derivative. The memory of the Marquis de Lafayette, close friend of George Washington and his soldiers, lingers on...as it always will.

 

This is already far too long...and for that I apologize. As I said earlier, this "discussion" would be much better with a fine bottle of French burgundy...and maybe one from California as well! Perhaps some day soon in Normandie....or maybe here in South Carolina we will be able to enjoy such a discussion? I hope so. Did you know that this area was originally settled by French Huguenots? French Admiral Coligny and his stalwarts...including M. Ribaut...and others such as LeHardy. 

 

The French and the Americans are friends...and we have been friends for a long time. Friends help one another out whenever the need occurs. This is the way it is and this is the way it should be. Thank you for your thoughts...the best way to cement friendship between countries is people (such as us) talking to other people....openly, honestly...and with some wine! C'est vrai, n'est-ce pas?

 

I must admit that I do prefer Nicholas Sarkozy to Jacques Chirac. I am especially happy to see M. De Villepin depart the scene (I am assuming that he has departed...but I don't know this for sure).I know, I know...I should stay away from politics...we have enough problem with politics and politicians here as it is! Actually I would probably vote for la Bardot...if I had my "druthers".

 

Au revoir pour maintenant, mon ami.

 

Airborne All The Way!

 

Best regards to you my friend David from Normandie!

 

Dan Roper

Hilton Head Island, SC

Thanks Jenny for your information.
Jenny is a member of Family & Friends 
and an Atlanta author and close friend of David
Vuillard. Jim
 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: 

Date: 3/11/2008 8:52:21 AM

To: 

Subject: Re: Rï¿½f. : Re: Fw: Suggestion for (SME) French children's trip 

 

I truly believe the tide can turn in relations between nations with one generation. I'm currently writing a children's historical fantasy fiction series, and book four (due out in 2011) will be on Patrick Henry and The Revolutionary War. I decided in the war segment to focus on the Marquis de Lafayette and the French impact on securing our victory in the war. It's important for American kids to understand our long, good history with the French, both here in the States and over in Europe. I'll be in Paris in July researching all things Lafayette, and then head to Normandie for a couple of days. I'm actually then going with a group of high school/college students from our church to help put on a summer camp for French teens in Brittany. I hope to instill in our students an appreciation for American/French relations, especially as we take them to Normandie. There will also be a future book in the series on DDAY, of course. I hope to tie a thread between the two books with the Americans and French, to show the vital importance of friendship with our countries. (you can check out www.jennycote.com if you'd like to read about the book series)

I think the idea of taking the French students to the Anapolis area is a great idea!

Thanks,
Jenny


-----Original Message-----
From: Family & Friends 505 RCT < 
To: Family & Friends 505RCT Membership < 
Sent: Mon, 10 Mar 2008 10:24 pm
Subject: RÃ©f. : Re: Fw: Suggestion for (SME) French children's trip 







I have yet to meet a Frenchman or woman that wasn't grateful for the sacrifices of all the allies

during the war in my trips to Normandie. Jim

 

-------Original Message-------

 


From: David.V

Date: 3/10/2008 6:25:11 PM

To: Family & Friends 505RCT Membership

Subject: RÃ©f. : Re: Fw: Suggestion for (SME) French children's trip


 

"One can only imagine how our Revolutionary War would have gone without French help"

 

Unfortunatly....it's not the same France as it was, at that time.

France as changed.

Many of them forget it....

French people haven't a good memory....

I will never forget what American people have done for us...and not only in 1944....in 1917 too !

Allways AIRBORNE....and....ALWAYS AMERICA !

David, from Normandie

-------Original Message-------
 

From: 

Date: 3/12/2008 7:42:26 AM

To: 

Subject: Re: Réf. : Re: Fw: Suggestion for (SME) French children's trip 

 

Oh my!  The French ties that we have in the U.S..  What about the "pompiers"??  Have you ever noticed your American La France, fire trucks?  What's the origination behind them?  

 

And as far as the State of South Carolina, was it a Frenchman or someone with French ties that lived on Chartres Street in New Orleans that played a huge part of history on 12 April 1861.  I believe his name was "Pierre Gustave Toutant Beauregard".  Yes, I'd remember that name anywhere. I don't think I met him at "The Stop Bar", However, Roger did introduce me to someone one night with a very similar name.  And for those of you that don't know, Beauregard was the man that was in charge of the attack on the U.S. Arsenal at Ft. Sumpter, South Carolina.  "However" the man that pulled the lanyard and fired the very first shot was a Virginian by the name of Edmund Ruffin.  He was a very old man at the time. Since he came all the way down from Virginia for the event, they gave him the honor.  After the war, he returned home to Virginia.  One day he made the statement after finishing his mean, that he wouldn't live under a Yankee flag.  He took a musket out in the yard and made that a true statement!

 

And Beauregard after the war became the first head of the Louisianna Lottery Commission. 

 

Tim Roop

www.ww2dday.com   

 

In a message dated 3/10/2008 10:23:46 P.M. Eastern Daylight Time,   writes:

	 

 

I have yet to meet a Frenchman or woman that wasn't grateful for the sacrifices of all the allies
during the war in my trips to Normandie. Jim
 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: David.V

Date: 3/10/2008 6:25:11 PM

To: Family & Friends 505RCT Membership

Subject: Réf. : Re: Fw: Suggestion for (SME) French children's trip

 

"One can only imagine how our Revolutionary War would have gone without French help"

 

Unfortunatly....it's not the same France as it was, at that time.
France as changed.
Many of them forget it....
French people haven't a good memory....
I will never forget what American people have done for us...and not only in 1944....in 1917 too !
Allways AIRBORNE....and....ALWAYS AMERICA !
David, from Normandie
 

 


 
-------Original Message-------
 

From: Doug Stebleton

Date: 3/24/2008 11:57:08 AM

To: Family & Friends 505 RCT

Subject: From Doug Stebleton Re: Information for Normandy Film

 

Hi Jim,
 
Per our conversation today, I am trying to get in touch with Clarence Stall (A Company 505), If you now anybody who has his phone number and could pass it onto me that would be great.
 
Also if anybody can tell me any thing about John Hephler (A Company 505) who was a replacement in the Normandy jump. Where was he originally from any thing about him.
 

One last thing……does anybody know the name of the trooper or troopers that died in the fire on June 6, 1944 in Sainte Mere Eglise? 
This question has been asked many times and according to several members of F company it was not that of Pfc. Charles Blankenship. (Jim Blankenship)
Thanks,
Doug Stebleton
	Thanks to fellow Family & Friends member Katie Troccoli for sharing this with us............
 

Subject: Check out Lt. General William Caldwell | The Daily Show | Comedy Central

 
	
	


Fellow paratroopers, Glidermen and other friends.

 

Our former Commanding General Bill Caldwell!

Great job sir!  Thank you for your service!

 

Airborne!

 

 

Click here: Lt. General William Caldwell | The Daily Show | Comedy Central 

 

AATW!

 

Dan 

 

Dan McOlvin
North Jersey Chapter
82nd Airborne Division Association

[image: image17]
Jim Blankenship

Family & Friends 505RCT

 I was saddened to hear today of the passing of another great trooper. Those of us that attended to Ft. Bragg reunion in October will remember Walker "Eugene" Wood. Walker was Gen. Gavin's Striker during WWII. Our sympathy goes out to his family in North Carolina.
  

Walker ‘Eugene' Wood

[image: image23.jpg]
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Candler - Walker Eugene Wood, 87, of Candler, passed peacefully into his new life with the Lord on Saturday, March 22, 2008, surrounded by his loving family.

Mr. Wood was born to Elvira and Ernest Wood, of Cowpens, S.C. He was a lifelong resident of Haywood and Buncombe counties. In addition to his parents and stepfather, Richard Justice, he was preceded in death by three brothers and three sisters.

Mr. Wood was employed by American Enka, Asheville Steel and Grove Park Inn. He was a U.S. Army veteran of World War II, served as a paratrooper with the 82nd Airborne, and also served as the bodyguard to General James M. Gavin throughout his military service. He was awarded the EAMET Campaign Medal with six Bronze Service Stars; Good Conduct Medal; Distinguished Unit Badge; Bronze Star Medal; Army Commendation Ribbon; and Purple Heart Medal. He successfully completed all 13 major airborne jumps in the European Campaign.

He is survived by his loving and devoted wife of 62 years, Pauline Wood; daughter, Sandra Crawford, of Asheville; grandsons, Rodney Crawford and his wife, India, of Crofton, Md., and Chris Crawford and his girlfriend, Denise Rhodes, of Candler; and a special greatgranddaughter, Christiana Crawford. Also surviving are brothers, Bud Justice and his wife, Velma, of Candler, and Neal Justice and his wife, Martha, of Clyde; sisters, Quaye Hill, of Clyde, Joretta Wallin, of Burnsville, Bonnie Sue Erwin and her husband, Richie, of Grass Valley, Calif.; mother-in-law, Dora Ledford, of Clyde; and numerous nieces and nephews.

The service will be held at 2 P.M. Tuesday at New Morgan Hill Baptist Church in Candler, of which he was a member, with the Revs. Roy E. Houston and Eddie Dietz officiating.

Burial will follow at Forest Lawn Memorial Park.

The family will receive friends from 7 to 9 P.M. Monday at Wells Funeral Home of Canton. At other times, the family will be at the home on 2 North Ridge Lane, Candler.

In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to New Morgan Hill Baptist Church building fund, 370 Case Cove Road, Candler, NC 28715.

His family wishes to thank all of the staff of Davita Dialysis Center in Waynesville and Haywood County Mountain Transportation for all of the loving care of Mr. Wood.

For those who desire, an online memorial register is available at Obituaries at www.wellsfuneralhome.com.

Published: 2008-03-24
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Click here to view this page formatted as a printable keepsake.
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Jim Blankenship

Family & Friends 505RCT

Thanks Deryk for your help........ Jim
 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: 

Date: 4/4/2008 7:15:39 AM

To: 

Subject: John Hepler

 

Jim,

I have just got around to answering the email requesting information about John Hepler, A Company, 505, as I knew him well and stayed in his house several times. John died several years ago and lived in Rural Hall, NC . He had a large family and was a painter and decorator and a part time farmer. He joined A Company, 505, as a replacement after Normandy and jumped into Holland for Market Garden. He was wounded by a German grenade in the first few days. He was a great guy, very humorous with a great big smile. He suffered for many years with colon cancer and bore his illness with great courage. He attended many reunions and was a very popular figure.

Regards, Deryk Wills.

From:
<

To:

<

Subject:

505 Roster

Date:

Friday, April 04, 2008 6:21:14 AM

	I am trying to determine if a gentleman ever appeared on the rolls of the 

505th during WWII.  His name is Richard V. Patton.  Can you help?  Thanks.




    Dear John:No Patton's listed in master roster. Hope all is well out your 

way. Spring has finally sprung

80 Degrees to-day. airborne always  Don McKeage

----- Original Message ----- 

From: <

To: "donald mckeage" < "Family and Friends 505RCT" 

<

Cc: <

Sent: Saturday, April 19, 2008 6:59 PM

Subject: FW: 505 Roster

John..............No record of a Richard V. Patton in the 505 during WWII.
 

 AIRBORNE,

 

[image: image21]
Jim Blankenship

Family & Friends 505RCT

 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: 

Date: 4/19/2008 6:59:41 PM

To: donald mckeage; Family and Friends 505RCT

Cc: 

Subject: FW: 505 Roster

 

Hello Don and Jim,

 

Can you please check the rosters and see if Richard V. Patton was in the 505?

 

Thank you,

John

 

 

-------------- Forwarded Message: --------------

From: <

To: <jsparry

Subject: 505 Roster

Date: Fri, 4 Apr 2008 13:21:14 +0000

 

> I am trying to determine if a gentleman ever appeared on the rolls of the

> 505th during WWII.  His name is Richard V. Patton.  Can you help?  Thanks.

Any word on John Gamon?
 
 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: Elton Heath

Date: 4/13/2008 2:09:13 PM

To: Jim Blankenship

Subject: john gamon

 

Hi Jim,. 
      I have not heard from John Gamon. I have tired to call, but  got no answer. I wrote to him,  but got no answer. I was wondering if anyone has heard, how he is doing? If anyone has any information, please let me know. Elton Heath    
 

-------Original Message-------
 

From: Kramer, Phillip CPT MIL USA FORSCOM

Date: 4/17/2008 3:21:52 PM

To: 

Subject: 1-505 Ceremony

 

CSM Gaweda,

 

We're planning on dedicating our new HQ building in memory of LTC Arthur

Gorham.  The ceremony will take place on Wednesday, 21 May at 1400.  LTC

Gorham's son, COL (Ret.) Bruce Clarke, will be in attendance.  I will send

you an invitation in the mail.

 

Do you have a contact number for the 505th ASSN?  We can't send out

individual invitation to everybody in the ASSN, but we wanted to send out a

general notification to the ASSN so that the members would be aware of our

ceremony.

 

ATW!

 

Chaplain Philip Kramer

1-505 PIR

 -------Original Message-------
 

From: Ellen Peters

Date: 4/20/2008 12:50:32 AM

To: Family and Friends of the 505th RCT

Subject: In the Footsteps of the 82nd

 

Jim,

 

It just occurred to me that I never sent in my photos from Emile's annual "In the Footsteps of the 82nd March".  This year was the 505th and the 551st PIB.  My photos can be seen at www.eeptx.phanfare.com.  Just click on the photo of Bob Murphy at the 505th Monument.

 

I was traveling with the international superstar, Bob Murphy!  We met in Newark and flew over together.   What a treat traveling with Bob.  The pilot of the plane asked for his autograph as did several others on the plane.  The flight attendants brought him treats from first class.

  

Frits Janssen and Frank Derks van de Ven picked us up at the airport in Brussells and we drove to our hotel in Coo.   While Bob rested, Frits, Frenk, and I drove to Trois Ponts.  I wanted to find the area across the Salm where E Co. made such a valient stand against Joachim Pieper's 1st SS troops.  I had read an account by Col. Vandervoort and wanted to see the area.  We managed to find it.

 

That night we all had dinner with Emile.  He and Bob were going over maps.  Frits, Frenk, and I were sitting across from them and people were standing on chairs behind us and leaning over to take pictures of Bob and Emile.

Saturday was the day of the march.  I was the only one of our group that did it, but I only did half.  I must be getting old - it was a lot harder this year than last, but I made it.   It was very muddy most of the way.  

 

After lunch, there was a brief ceremony at Dairomont for the unveiling of a monument to the 551st.  They made a bayonet attack in the area.   Father Thuring was there in his cleric's robes to give the blessing.  It was very moving.  Doug Dillard and Joe Cicchinelli of the 551st were there and what an honor to meet these brave troopers.  Joe told me they hadn't eaten for three days nor slept for two days prior to the attack.  

 

We returned to the Norfontaine Farm where the march started and Bob signed autographs.  There were 1,200 people on the march and I think he signed autographs for all of them.  His hands were frozen.  It was the same thing at the banquet - a big crowd waiting for his autograph. I asked Emile to tell them to come back in 10 minutes so Bob could eat his dinner!  I looked at the other table and it was the same thing with Doug and Joe.

During the banquet , Bob and I presented Emile with a certificate of appreciation.  He also received a couple of other awards.   

 

Over the next few days Emile had several things planned for us including a visit to the Malmedy Museum, a trip to Ft. Loncin. a WWI fort near Liege, and a trip to the Belgian Paratroopers museum.  We also attended two ceremonies in Vielsalm and Huy where the mayors of those towns honored Bob, Doug, and Joe and presented them with gifts.

During the week I spent three nights in the lovely home of Nicole and Pol Meunier where I had the opportunity to practice and improve my French.  One morning, on the way to meet Bob and Emile, we went for a visit to the Ardennes American Cemetery where they have adopted several graves.

 

The last day of the trip, Emile had arranged for Bob to visit a school and talk to the children there.  There was a Belfian veteran there as well as a woman who had been imprisoned by the Germans as a political prisoner.  The children danced to WWII music and presented Bob with a Peace Poster they had made.  They had a nice luncheon for us at the school.

When we left the school, Pol and Emile drove us to Brusells where we spent the night and returned to the U.S. the next day.  It was a great trip and I had a wonderful time.

 

Ellen

 
From: vivianroger

Date: 4/20/2008 11:00:08 AM

Subject: 2008 D-Day Ceremonies Schedule (updated17 April 2008)

 

Hello Friends!
 

Are you all glad that April 15th is a year away???  Going forward......
 

I hope that you are all in good spirits and thankful for your many blessings.  
 

Attached you will find our latest D-Day activities schedule for this year.  The additions and/or changes are highlighted in yellow.  If you have questions, please feel free to ask me.  Please let me know if you plan to be here, or anyone else that you know who will be here in June.  Thanks in advance for your help.  I will keep in touch!
 

Warm regards, 
Vivian Roger, Secretary
Rodolphe Roger, 1st Vice-President
Association U. S. Normandie
[image: image22.png]2008 D-Day Schedule
. = In Normandy

Thursday June 5
30 Amfreville (507th PIR)

Gourbesville (Gordon Smith)
(refreshments, wine — no I

14H45 Magneville

15H30 “Timmes’ Orchards”
New Information Panel

*16H30 “DeGlopper Medal of Honor”
Inauguration New Panel

*17H30 Cauquigny Chapel
New Information Panel ;

* Note : Times are estimated as each of
these ceremonies will be conducted one
after the other.

Friday June 6
10H15 Chef-du-Pont
11H00 Picauville
12H30 Chef-du-Pont (Tent Lunch)

15HO00 Négreville 0
(Chris Heisler)

17-19H00 “Liberty Jump”
Angoville-au-Plain

Saturday June 7
Angoville-au-Plain
13H30 La Fiére Parachute Jumps
16H00 Ceremony at « Iron Mike »
Sunday June 8
17-19HO00 “Liberty Jump” - Carentan

11H00 Brevands Inauguration
Monument “Filthy 13”
Jake McNiece

Association
U. S. Normandie
« mémoire el gratitude »

2008 Jour-J Programme
Normandie
Jeudi 5 Juin
Amfreville “507th PIR”

Gourbesville (Gordon Smith)
(vin d’honneur)

14H45 Magneville

15H30 “Vergers TIMMES”
Un nouveau panneau

*16H30 “DeGlopper” Inauguration
Un nouveau panneau

*17H30 Chapelle de Cauquigny

Un nouveau iiﬂlll’leall H

* Note : Les heures sont estimées
car chaque cérémonie suit la
précédente.

Vendredi 6 Juin
10H15 Chef-du-Pont
11HO0 Picauville

12H30 Chef-du-Pont (déjeuner)

15HO00 Négreville (Chris Heisler)

1€

17-19H00 “Liberty Jump”
Angoville-au-Plain

Samedi 7 Juin
Angoville-au-Plain
13H30 La Fiére Parachutage
16H00 Mémorial « Iron Mike »
Dimanche 8 Juin
17-19H00 “Liberty Jump” Carentan
11HO00 Brevands Inauguration

Monument “Filthy 13”
Jake McNiece /

Ty 2
Association :

« mémoire et gratitude »





 
-------Original Message-------
 

From: Kramer, Philip A CPT MIL USA FORSCOM

Date: 4/20/2008 2:23:24 PM

To: 

Subject: 1-505 Ceremony

 

Gentlemen,

 

On Wednesday, 21 May at 1400, 1-505 will dedicate its new BN HQ building to LTC Arthur Gorham.  COL (ret) Bruce Clarke, LTC Gorham's son (along with his family) will be in attendance.  This will be a fantastic event for 505th Assn. members to attend during All American Week.

 

V/R,

 

Chaplain (Captain) Philip Kramer

1-505 PIR Battalion Chaplain

-------Original Message-------
 

From: Gene Garren

Date: 4/20/2008 2:45:05 PM

To: Vivian&Rodolphe Roger

Subject: Fwd: 2008 D-Day Ceremonies Schedule (updated17 April 2008)

 

Hello Vivian and Roger.  I feel it is of note to report the following  
reference Graignes.  Colonel Gordon Smith is a very good friend of my  
British D-Day and WW-II Commando buddies.  They are among others.   
Roy Cadman, Fred Walker, and Jim Clinton of # 3 Commando.  They were  
the point element of Lord Lovet's Commandos who linked up with Major  
Howard's OX and BUCKS at Pegasus (Caen Cannel) and Orne River Bridges  
on 6 June 1944.

  Each year I try to effect a linkup between Gordon and the  
commandos.  Several times it has been at Jil and Dominique Launay's  
home or at one of the DZ's of the Liberty Jump team and or the yearly  
June Jump at La Fiere.  Last year I spent from the 4th of June to the  
9th with the Commandos in the Pegasus Bridge area at a hotel that  
they use yearly in Cabourg.

However on the day of the Graingnes ceremonies as pre arranged with  
Gordon Smith, the 3 above listed Commandos and myself linked up with  
Gordon and Larry Shallcross at Graingnes for the ceremonies.
The events were recorded by me and have since been sent on for  
conversion to DVD's by WW-II historians who always send me a copy.

What is interesting was that Gordon Smith was the only WW-II 507  
Veterans last year at the Graingnes ceremony.  Roy, Fred, and Jim of  
course participated in the ceremonies and paid tribute to the 507  
veterans and civilians of the  Graingnes battle.  I was very glad  
that we (The 3 Commandos and Gordon and myself) had arranged to meet  
at Graingnes.  Otherwise there would not have been a single 507  
veteran at the Graingnes Ceremony.

  When Gordon arrived with Larry we were already waiting, along with  
the town's people and US soldiers for the ceremonies to begin.  After  
Gordon, Roy, Fred, Jim, and Myself all had exchanged greetings,  
Gordon asked("when is the ceremony going to begin?").  I answered " I  
will bet if you 4 veterans start walking toward the monument in the  
old church everyone will follow".  Sure enough that is what  
happened.  It was a wonderful ceremony as always with Gordon paying  
his own yearly personal and veyr emotional tribute on his own.

  We then all departed to town for the snacks,and drinks.  The  
British Commandos all call Gordon Smith "THE OLD COLONEL" and really  
love spending time with him as does he with them.

I pass this on only in the hopes that there will for as long as is  
possible be 507 veterans or at least 507 veterans family members in  
attendance at the Graignes Ceremonies as it was only by accident that  
we had picked Graignes as the link up point for the Commandos and  
Gordon.

I must also say that I am planning on going to Normandy and do have  
my tickets.  However as some of you may know, my mom fell on 17  
March.  She is going through rehabilitation and her partially broken  
arm should be healed by 1 May.  I am spending from 6-8 hours daily  
with her and assisting in her rehabilitation. However if she is not  
up to speed before I am scheduled to depart for France I will have to  
cancel my annual trip this year.  I have missed only one time (1996)  
since I first went to Normandy for D-Day events in 1995.  While I  
hate to miss the trip, mom is my # 1 priority.  I will not know until  
most likely a week before I am scheduled to depart if I will be able  
to go or need to stay.

  I will of course send out a final email of yes or now.   Thanks for  
your kind attention.  I felt that this story of Gordon, the  
Commandos, and Graingnes needed to be told.

Finally if anyone could volunteer to assist in the Gordon Smith/ 
Commando link up this June if I am not present, please contact me.  I  
fully understand that all of you who are going have your own plans  
and if no one can do so, I fully understand also.

Stay well and God Bless all of you and especially the people of  
Normandy and our Veterans both alive and who gave their lives for our  
freedom.  Gene Garren

Begin forwarded message:

> From: "Family & Friends 505 RCT" < 
> Date: April 20, 2008 1:17:10 PM EDT
> To: "Family & Friends 505RCT Membership" < >
> Subject: 2008 D-Day Ceremonies Schedule (updated17 April 2008)
>
>
>
> -------Original Message-------
>
> From: vivianroger
> Date: 4/20/2008 11:00:08 AM
> Subject: 2008 D-Day Ceremonies Schedule (updated17 April 2008)
>
> Hello Friends!
>
> Are you all glad that April 15th is a year away???  Going  
> forward......
>
> I hope that you are all in good spirits and thankful for your many  
> blessings.
>
> Attached you will find our latest D-Day activities schedule for  
> this year.  The additions and/or changes are highlighted in  
> yellow.  If you have questions, please feel free to ask me.  Please  
> let me know if you plan to be here, or anyone else that you know  
> who will be here in June.  Thanks in advance for your help.  I will  
> keep in touch!
>
> Warm regards,
> Vivian Roger, Secretary
> Rodolphe Roger, 1st Vice-President
> Association U. S. Normandie
>

 
-------Original Message-------
 

From: Barbara Gavin Fauntleroy

Date: 4/20/2008 10:22:20 PM

To: 'Family & Friends 505 RCT'

Subject: RE: In the Footsteps of the 82nd

 

Dear Ellen,
Thank you for the photos and the story of your trip to Belgium.  It does sound like a great trip.  I wanted to make the march for years, but never could while I was working.  Now I think I’ll leave it to younger folks like you.  I’ve had good summertime trips to all those places and will settle for that.  But you do make your trip sound wonderful.
Barbara
 


From: Family & Friends 505 RCT [mailto:] 
Sent: Sunday, April 20, 2008 9:36 AM
To: Family & Friends 505RCT Membership
Subject: Fw: In the Footsteps of the 82nd
 

	 
 
-------Original Message-------
 
From: Ellen Peters
Date: 4/20/2008 12:50:32 AM
To: Family and Friends of the 505th RCT
Subject: In the Footsteps of the 82nd
 
Jim,
 
It just occurred to me that I never sent in my photos from Emile's annual "In the Footsteps of the 82nd March".  This year was the 505th and the 551st PIB.  My photos can be seen at www.eeptx.phanfare.com.  Just click on the photo of Bob Murphy at the 505th Monument.
 
I was traveling with the international superstar, Bob Murphy!  We met in Newark and flew over together.   What a treat traveling with Bob.  The pilot of the plane asked for his autograph as did several others on the plane.  The flight attendants brought him treats from first class.
  
Frits Janssen and Frank Derks van de Ven picked us up at the airport in Brussells and we drove to our hotel in Coo.   While Bob rested, Frits, Frenk, and I drove to Trois Ponts.  I wanted to find the area across the Salm where E Co. made such a valient stand against Joachim Pieper's 1st SS troops.  I had read an account by Col. Vandervoort and wanted to see the area.  We managed to find it.
 
That night we all had dinner with Emile.  He and Bob were going over maps.  Frits, Frenk, and I were sitting across from them and people were standing on chairs behind us and leaning over to take pictures of Bob and Emile.
Saturday was the day of the march.  I was the only one of our group that did it, but I only did half.  I must be getting old - it was a lot harder this year than last, but I made it.   It was very muddy most of the way.  
 
After lunch, there was a brief ceremony at Dairomont for the unveiling of a monument to the 551st.  They made a bayonet attack in the area.   Father Thuring was there in his cleric's robes to give the blessing.  It was very moving.  Doug Dillard and Joe Cicchinelli of the 551st were there and what an honor to meet these brave troopers.  Joe told me they hadn't eaten for three days nor slept for two days prior to the attack.  
 
We returned to the Norfontaine Farm where the march started and Bob signed autographs.  There were 1,200 people on the march and I think he signed autographs for all of them.  His hands were frozen.  It was the same thing at the banquet - a big crowd waiting for his autograph. I asked Emile to tell them to come back in 10 minutes so Bob could eat his dinner!  I looked at the other table and it was the same thing with Doug and Joe.
During the banquet , Bob and I presented Emile with a certificate of appreciation.  He also received a couple of other awards.   
 
Over the next few days Emile had several things planned for us including a visit to the Malmedy Museum, a trip to Ft. Loncin. a WWI fort near Liege, and a trip to the Belgian Paratroopers museum.  We also attended two ceremonies in Vielsalm and Huy where the mayors of those towns honored Bob, Doug, and Joe and presented them with gifts.
During the week I spent three nights in the lovely home of Nicole and Pol Meunier where I had the opportunity to practice and improve my French.  One morning, on the way to meet Bob and Emile, we went for a visit to the Ardennes American Cemetery where they have adopted several graves.
 
The last day of the trip, Emile had arranged for Bob to visit a school and talk to the children there.  There was a Belfian veteran there as well as a woman who had been imprisoned by the Germans as a political prisoner.  The children danced to WWII music and presented Bob with a Peace Poster they had made.  They had a nice luncheon for us at the school.
When we left the school, Pol and Emile drove us to Brusells where we spent the night and returned to the U.S. the next day.  It was a great trip and I had a wonderful time.
 
Ellen


